
  St. Gerard Majella 

Roman Catholic Church 
300 Terryville Road 

Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 
         Phone: 631-473-2900  Fax: 631-473-0015 

www.stgmajella.org 

Parish Outreach Hours 

Food Pantry 

Tuesday:  11:30am-3:00pm 

Wednesday: 12:30pm-3:00pm     

Thursday: 11:30am-1:30pm & 4:30pm-5:30pm  

Thrift Shop/Barn 

Monday — Thursday:  9:30am-3:30pm 
Friday: 9:30am-2:00pm     
Donations accepted Monday-Thursday: 10:00am-3:00pm 
and Friday: 10:00am-1:00pm. Please refer to our website 
for a list of items that can be donated. 

Stewardship Supper  

The Thursday evening dinner is served between 4:30pm 
and 5:30pm. All are welcome.  

Sunday, February 22, 2026 

First Sunday of  Lent 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor 
Rev. Gregory Rannazzisi    frgreg@stgmajella.org 

Parochial Vicars 

Rev. Frank Grieco  
Rev. Sijomon Varghese     frsijomon@infantjesus.org 
In Residence 
Rev. Matthew Udobi  
Rev. Vitus Ezeiruaku 
Deacons 
Deacon Frank DellAglio    deaconfrank@stgmajella.org    
Deacon John Grebe        deaconjohn@stgmajella.org  
Deacon Carlito Roman     deaconcarlito@stgmajella.org        

Parish Trustees 
Art Reyling & Ralph Carusillo 

Pastoral Staff  
Dcn. Carlito Roman, Pastoral Associate for Administration 
Chuck Pramnieks, Music Director            chuck@stgmajella.org 
Bob Paplin, Facilities Manager         rpaplin@stgmajella.org 
Jennifer Donnellon, Office Manager             jennifer@stgmajella.org 
Patty Longo, Director of Religious Ed.             patty@stgmajella.org 
Denise Nienburg, Thrift Shop Manager            thrift@stgmajella.org 
Jackie Maggiore, Receptionist      secretary@stgmajella.org 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday — Thursday: 9:00am-4:30pm  
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm   Closed Friday and Saturday 

Mass & Devotions 
Saturday: 5:00pm  Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 
Weekdays: 9:00am 
Rosary: Monday – Friday: 8:30am  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:  Monday - Friday:  9:30 am 
First Saturday: 11:00am Mass with the Anointing of the Sick 

Penance 
The sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated on 
Saturdays from 3:45pm-4:45pm.  You may call the Parish Office to 
make an appointment with one of the priests. 

Baptism 
Baptisms are typically held twice a month at 1:30pm. Please call the 
Parish Office to schedule an appointment to set a date. Selection of 
godparents should be made after speaking with one of the priests or 
deacons.

  Marriage 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements for your wedding 
at least six months in advance.  No date can be set until the couple 
meets with a member of the clergy. 



First Sunday of Lent                                                              

 

A Message from our Pastor 

 

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ, 
 
 Having been marked with ashes on our foreheads – a sign of 
repentance – we have begun our Lenten journey. This weekend, we hear 
that familiar account of Jesus’ journey into the desert where He is tempted by the Evil One. Satan 
has many titles, one of them being “Father of Lies.” That is what he does – he lies to us in order 
to discourage us from staying united with Jesus. The devil’s only desire is that we become 
separated from God. Just as he tempted our first parents, Adam and Eve, he never ceases to try 
to bring misery and discord in order that he might undo God’s glorious and perfect plan for 
creation. How do we fight against that evil?  Jesus gives us the perfect example – remain united 
with God by listening to HIS voice above all others. 
 
 The Lenten Journey is marked by Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving. These are the three 
classic practices which we should already be doing regularly but now, in these days of Lent, with 
a concerted effort. As you are thinking “What am I going to do” for the next six weeks, allow me, 
as I’ve done before, to offer “Top 10 Suggestions for Lent.” 
1. What to give up for Lent? Start with sin. Is there some sin you struggle with – like gossip, 

watching inappropriate things on TV or online, being judgmental, or something else? What a 
great thing to give that up once and for all! 

2. If you’re able, park farther away from a store, and offer the extra steps for someone you 
know who is carrying a heavy cross right now. 

3. Read the four Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – over the course of Lent. Reading a 
short passage each day will result in your knowing Jesus so much better by Easter. 

4. Commit to saying the Rosary each day in Lent. Taking 15-20 minutes to reflect on Jesus’ life 
and asking Our Blessed Mother’s intercession is invaluable.  

5. Download the “Hallow App” or another Catholic prayer app to help foster a deeper spirit of 
prayer. 

6. Come to the Stations of the Cross at least once during Lent.  
7. Join us for our Parish Lenten Mission. (Details are in this bulletin.) 
8. Try to increase your financial support of our parish and other charitable organizations. 
9. If you’re not regularly getting to Sunday Mass, make it a point of doing so every week. If you 

already attend Mass each Sunday, try to go additionally once or twice during the week this 
Lent. 

10. Write a letter each week – yes, a handwritten letter! – to someone you’ve lost touch with 
over time. Maybe a former teacher, coach, mentor, high school friend, or former neighbor. 
Let them know you’re still thinking of them and are grateful for them! 

 
When I was serving as Catholic Chaplain at Hofstra University, one of the rabbis there 

asked me if there was a traditional greeting for Ash Wednesday. Chuckling a little, I told him that 
there isn’t any. After a thoughtful moment, he responded, “Then may you have a meaningful 
Lent.” That’s my prayer for you and your family – make this Lent meaningful! 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Our Parish Mission Statement: Formed by God’s word and nourished at the Eucharist, we strive to be 

faithful witnesses to Jesus Christ by handing on the Catholic faith to our families and community and 

serving those in need. 

February 22, 2026 



First Sunday of Lent   

 

 

 

Parish Outreach Ministry 
“Be diligent in serving the poor. Love the poor, honor them as 

you would Christ himself.”  
—St. Louise de Marillac 

Food Pantry Needs  

• Peanut Butter 

• Canned Pasta 

• Jelly 

• Toilet Paper 

• Rice 

• Granola Bars 

• Shelf Stable Milk 

• Baked Beans 

• Stuffing 

• Pork n Beans  

• Baby Wipes 

• Shampoo 

• Toothpaste 

• Diapers 

• Soap  



            OCIA Christian Initiation of Adults 

Are you an adult thinking of becoming part of the Catholic community and completing your sacraments?  
Contact Deacon Frank at deaconfrank@stgmajella.org or 631-473-2900.  

February 22, 2026 

Religious Education 

Religious Education Classes  

Level 3, 4, and 5 are on site this week.  

Level 7-Tuesday 7pm-8:15pm and Level 8-Wednesday 7pm-8:15pm 

Family Prayers for Lent 

One of the real challenges that we too often find in our busy lives is finding time to be together as 

a family. It is especially difficult to find opportunities to pray together. Here are a few possibilities 

for praying as a family during Lent or at any other time of the year. 

Prayer before Meals 

Meals are a natural time to pray as a family. We can begin by simply saying, "Let's pray," or "Let's 

pause for a minute to give thanks." This can be a brief prayer. Brief prayer doesn't have to be 

without substance or power. 

Praying at Other Times 

In the Morning: It can be quite transformative of our family bonds, in faith, to pause very briefly to 

pray together in the morning. This might be a spontaneous prayer, such as while we are lying in 

bed. When we are rushing around one another in the kitchen and grabbing breakfast, it can be 

wonderful to pause to pray and simply ask the Lord to be with each of us in what we are about to 

do. 

Other times: Such as cleaning up or in preparation for guests coming for dinner or for an 

overnight slumber party. We might share the responsibility for designing the family prayer for 

special occasions: birthdays, anniversaries, the beginning and end of a school year, the beginning 

of a new endeavor. 

Simple Rituals 

We can easily add gestures that bring powerful prayer to our family life. One of the simplest and 

most natural gestures is to trace a cross on a loved one's forehead. 

Praying for One Another 

The most important part of family prayer is perhaps the easiest to overlook: how we hold one 

another up to the Lord. Even when we are not physically together as a praying family, we want to 

pray for one another. May our Lord bless our praying, especially at home, in the community of our 

family, in these days of Lent. 

(Loyola Press) 



First Sunday of Lent 

Monday,  February 23 
      9:00am  Joachim Vas 

Tuesday, February 24 
9:00am   Kathy Foy Morris 

Wednesday, February 25 
9:00am   Fr. Richard Donovan, Jon Essig 

Thursday, February 26  
9:00am   Marion Amato 

Friday,  February 27 
9:00am   Robert R. Bolton 

Saturday, February 28  
5:00pm   Joan Gallagher, Roger Russell  Fr. Grieco 

Sunday, March 1 
   8:00am    Nicolo Cottone  Fr. Greg 
 10:00am   Elizabeth Dell’Aglio  Fr. Greg 
 12:00pm   Mary Louis Volz  Fr. Sijomon   

All the sick and residents of  Atria, St . Joseph’s Village , Woodhaven 

Adult Home & Nursing  Home & Jefferson’s Ferry,  Luke John 

Carusillo,  Erin Whitehead, LouEllen Klints,  Arline & Paul Guma,  

Charles Ricottone, Connie & Frank Biscardi , Vinnie Surwilo,  Barbara 

Klein-Croner,  Robert  Mutschler, Joan Francavilla,  Barbara & Pat 

Consorte, Nancy Mulvihill,  Antonio Loiacone, Vincent Ricottone,  

Frank Perugini, Mary Louise Delano, Jean Maglione,  Michael 

Maglione,  Donna DiBiago,  John Schlauraff, Elena Badami, Thomas 

Hayes, Jaclyn Lin, Andrew DiPierno, Sal & Rosalie Cottone,  Jill  

Pagliuca.,  Kathy Dailey, Kelly Bosco, Karl Wolf, Mario Cappellieri, 

Barbara Forbes, Kara Philippi, Faith Greulich, Eugene Zampiero, 

Anthony Mazzarino,  Annette  Brownell, Otto Schmidtmann, Gail 

Seith, Marie Bilbao,  Elissa Murphy, Denise Tesone-Shaw, Tim Hawn, 

Anthony Paletto, Martin Hetrich.  

Prayers for the Sick 

Stewardship Report 

Last Week’s Collection -  $8,297.00 

 We pray for all recently deceased, remembering 

Lillian Adelsky, Barbara Trainor, MaryAnn Miceli. 

 May they find eternal rest and joy. 

    Weekly Memorials 

Our Sanctuary Candle has been lovingly 
donated for the intentions of :        

The Clergy of St. Gerard Majella           

Our Bread and Wine has been lovingly 

donated in memory of:       

The Souls in Purgatory   

Mass Intentions and Presider Schedule for the Week of 
February 23 – March 1 



Reflecting on next Sunday’s Gospel before you come to Mass can bring so 
much more meaning to your experience of the Liturgy.  

Here’s the Gospel for next Sunday. How does this Gospel touch your life? 

February 22, 2026 

March 1, 2026  

Second  Sunday of Lent  Matthew 17:1-9 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and 

led them up a high mountain by themselves. And 

he was transfigured before them; his face shone 

like the sun and his clothes became white as light. 

And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 

conversing with him. Then Peter said to Jesus in 

reply, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you 

wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one 

for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still 

speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow 

over them, then from the cloud came a voice that 

said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard 

this, they fell prostrate and were very much afraid. 

But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, 

and do not be afraid.” And when the disciples 

raised their eyes, they saw no one else but Jesus 

alone. As they were coming down from the 

mountain, Jesus charged them, “Do not tell the 

vision to anyone until the Son of Man has been 

raised from the dead.” 

Reflection Questions 

• What does “After six days” refer to? What does

the presence of Moses and Elijah signify about

Jesus’ authority and fulfillment of the Law/

Prophets?

• What does Peter’s desire to build three shelters

reveal about his understanding of Jesus’ divine

glory versus His future suffering? How did

Moses’ and Elijah’s experience of suffering and

God’s glory in the Old Testament enable them

to be witnesses to Jesus at this time?

• Why did God’s voice from the cloud emphasize

“Listen to Him,” and what does this command

mean for us today?

• How does the command to keep this vision

secret until after the Resurrection shape our

understanding of spiritual experiences and

God’s timing?

• How does this glimpse of Jesus’ divine glory

prepare the disciples (and us) for His coming

suffering and future glorious return?

Breaking Open the Word 



First Sunday of Lent  

                 Knights of Columbus      

 

To learn more, please call Peter Santoro 631-457-9973 

Worship & Ministries 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

Ways To Give 

“Do not be afraid of what God asks of you! It is worth saying 

‘yes’ to God. In him we find joy.” 

Gift Of Cash 

Checks should be made payable to the “Catholic Ministries 

Appeal” and mailed to P.O. Box 4000, Rockville Centre, NY 

11571 

Matching Gifts 

Go to www.matchinggifts.com/drvc to see if your employer 

will match the charitable contributions of employees. 

Memorial Gifts 

https://www.drvc.org/donate/cma-memorial/) 

By Text 

Text keyword CMA 

to: (516) 271-3338 

Over the Phone 

Call us at (516) 678-5800 ext. 296 and we can take your 

payment information. 

Scan to give to 

CMA! 

 

Offertory and Online Giving 

Request weekly giving envelopes in 

our Parish Office or scan the QR code 

to give online!  

 

Remit Offertory Envelopes by mail 

St. Gerard Majella Church 

300 Terryville Road Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 

Attn: Business Office 

Charitable Donations  

 



February 22, 2026 

Church Volunteer Requirements 

This month’s choice-Behind the 

beautiful forevers by Katherine Boo 

 

 ALTAR EASTER FLOWERS 

Would you like to make a donation towards our Altar Easter flowers in memory of a loved one or for a special 

intention? 

Please fill out the form below and drop it off in the office with Jackie or in the collection basket along with your 

offering. The names will be printed in the Easter Bulletin so please print clearly. 

 Altar  Flowers Form 

 Donation made in memory of:________________________________________________________ 

or 

For the intention of: ________________________________________________________ 

 Requested by:  

Name_________________________________________________Phone#_______________________________________ 



First Sunday of Lent  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Blood Drive Thank You!  

Thank you so much to the 24 donors and 4 who 
attempted to donate. We are also very grateful to 

John, Elena, and Julie for assisting at the drive!  



The Thrift Shop & Barn @ St. Gerard Majella Church 

316 Terryville Road, Port Jefferson Station 

Store Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 9:30 am — 3:30 pm; Friday 9:30 am — 2 pm 

Facebook.com/SGMthriftshop 

Visit Our Website At: Stgmajella.org/parish-life/thrift-shop 

Instagram.com/SGMthriftshop 

This Lent 

GIVE UP STUFF! 

Why donate your unused, unneeded items to our 
thrift shop? The local community relies on our 
Parish thrift shop to help offset the high cost of 

living, while providing an inviting place in which 
to shop. Our team of 40 parishioners dedicate 

their time and talent to offering high-quality, new 
and gently used merchandise at  very low prices in 

our two-building location. Proceeds from sales 
help our Parish continue to thrive.  

Our next Saturday opening will be 
March 7 10am-2pm 



 

A Message from our Pastor  

 

Fr. Stephen Pietrowski is the Pastor of                

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Lake 

Ronkonkoma. He also serves as the Bishop’s 

Delegate for Senior and Retired Priests, overseeing 

the St. Pius X Residence for retired priests.  
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A Name You Can Trust   Est. 1980 
Your Honda Is Our Business 

Domestic • Imports 
All Major Credit Cards ~ Mon - Fri 8-5 

473-9022

 
 

Buttercup’s  
Dairy Store 

285 Boyle Road 
Port Jefferson Station 

631-928-4607 
Email: ButtercupDairy@aol.com 

Visit Us@ www.buttercupdairy.com

 
 
 
 

 Port Jefferson  
Physical Therapy 

 
 

Where your recovery becomes reality   
William Schauss, MSPT 

Arthur Reiss, MSPT  
300 Hallock Avenue 

Port Jefferson Station 
 

331.1070 

Mike’s Mechanic’s Service

129 Hallock Ave., Pt. Jeff Station
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 Francis D. Moloney, Jr.

QUALITY •  FRESHNESS • VALUE 
7 DAYS A WEEK

Advanced health care, 
personalized for all

To schedule an appointment,
call (866) MY-LI-DOC

catholichealthli.org

Family Owned                                                                              Since 1956

 The  
Affordable 

Choice 

Coram - 3640 Route 112  
Phone: 631-696-0909 

Brentwood - 571 Suffolk Ave. 
Phone: 631-273-4443 

 FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Turn To A Friend 

www.grantfh.com

O.B. Davis Funeral Homes 
4839 Nesconset Hwy, Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 

631.473.0360 
www.obdavisportjefferson.com 

“Honoring life’s memories & serving the 
 community like no other since 1858”

In addition to our superior customer experience & celebrating each  
life with highly personalized send-offs , we also offer: 

• Catered Receptions • Veterans Services 
• Webcasting • Exclusive Use of Facilities Available 

• Preplanning and National Transferability 
James M. Hammer                  Cindy Cavorti 
Parishioner & General Manager   Location Manager

Honoring Memories and  
Supporting Families 

Sergio Benites - Managing Partner 
411 Old Town Road 

E. Setauket, NY 11733  
631- 473-0082 

www.bryantfh.com




