
St. Gerard Majella 

Roman Catholic Church 
300 Terryville Road 

Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 
Phone: 631-473-2900      Fax: 631-473-0015 

www.stgmajella.org 

Parish Outreach Hours 

Food Pantry 

Tuesday:  11:30am-3:00pm 

Wednesday: 12:30pm-3:00pm     

Thursday: 11:30am-1:30pm & 4:30pm-5:30pm  

Thrift Shop/Barn 

Monday — Thursday:  10:00am-4:00pm 
Friday: 10:00am-2:00pm     
Donations accepted Monday-Thursday: 10:00am-3:00pm 
and Friday: 10:00am-1:00pm. Please refer to our website 
for a list of items that can be donated. 

Stewardship Supper  

The Thursday evening dinner is served between 4:30pm 
and 5:30pm. All are welcome.  

Sunday, September 14, 2025 

Feast of  the Exaltation  

of  the Holy Cross 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor  
Rev. Gregory Rannazzisi    frgreg@stgmajella.org 

Parochial Vicars 

Rev. Frank Grieco  
Rev. Sijomon Varghese  frsijomon@infantjesus.org 
In Residence 
Rev. Matthew Udobi  
Rev. Vitus Ezeiruaku 
Deacons 
Deacon Pat Gerace      deaconpat@infantjesus.org  
Deacon Frank DellAglio  deaconfrank@stgmajella.org    
Deacon John Grebe      deaconjohn@stgmajella.org  
Deacon Carlito Roman     deaconcarlito@stgmajella.org  

Parish Trustees 
Art Reyling & Ralph Carusillo 

Pastoral Staff  
Dcn. Carlito Roman, Pastoral Associate for Administration 
Chuck Pramnieks, Music Director            chuck@stgmajella.org 
Bob Paplin, Facilities Manager         rpaplin@stgmajella.org 
Jennifer Donnellon, Office Manager             jennifer@stgmajella.org 
Patty Longo, Director of Religious Ed.             patty@stgmajella.org 
Denise Nienburg, Thrift Shop Manager            thrift@stgmajella.org 
Jackie Maggiore, Receptionist      secretary@stgmajella.org 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday — Thursday: 9:00am-4:30pm  
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm   Closed Friday and Saturday 

Mass & Devotions 
Saturday: 5:00pm  Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 
Weekdays: 9:00am 
Rosary: Monday – Friday: 8:30am  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:  Monday - Friday:  9:30 am 
First Saturday: 11:00am Mass with the Anointing of the Sick 

Penance 
The sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated on 
Saturdays from 3:45pm-4:45pm.  You may call the Parish Office to 
make an appointment with one of the priests. 

Baptism 
Baptisms are typically held twice a month at 1:30pm. Please call the 
Parish Office to schedule an appointment to set a date. Selection of 
godparents should be made after speaking with one of the priests or 
deacons.

  Marriage 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements for your wedding 
at least six months in advance.  No date can be set until the couple 
meets with a member of the clergy. 
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A Message from our Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As we reach the midway point in September, we’re drawing closer to the end of the 
2025 calendar year. While I don’t want to rush time away, I do need to bring to your attention 
an important issue that affects both our parish and our diocese. The Annual Catholic Ministries 
Appeal! This enables the Catholic community of Long Island to fulfill our Gospel mandate to 
instruct people about our Faith, to help those in need, and to ensure that vibrant ministries 
endure. The goal of each parish is determined by the capacity of that community, and it takes 
into account the many financial demands of each family. As of now, our parish is at only 50% of 
our overall goal. With fewer than three months to go I ask, if you have not already done so, that 
you consider prayerfully being a part of this crucial endeavor. Believe me, I realize that there 
are many appeals for your financial assistance throughout the year, and I am so very grateful 
for your continued support. However, the CMA is critical to the life of our diocese, and every 
gift makes a difference. 

 
As many of you know, for several years of my priesthood prior to becoming pastor, I 

had four assignments simultaneously – Vice Rector of our Seminary in Huntington, Director of 
Diaconate Formation, Catholic Chaplain at Hofstra University, and Associate Director for 
Interreligious Affairs. All these ministries were funded completely by the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal. So, I experienced firsthand the effect of your generosity. Whether its training men who 
will serve as deacons, or helping college students retain and deepen their faith, or having 
resources for Catholic retreats and conferences locally, the CMA fund does extraordinary work 
to build up the Church and equip men and women to be heralds of the Gospel. 

 
Again, I know you have many financial obligations already. But I assure you that the 

contribution you make to the Catholic Ministries Appeal will have a profound effect on the life 
of someone you likely will never meet. To paraphrase St. Teresa of Avila, yours are the hands 
and feet and voice of Christ today. All of us, the Mystical Body of Christ, are the means by which 
people encounter Jesus.  

 
Below you will find a QR code that will take you to the site of the CMA with more 

information and ways to donate. Or, if you prefer, there are brochures at the doors of the 
church as well as ads about the CMA in our weekly bulletin. You can also visit 
www.catholicministriesappeal.org to get involved.  

 
Thank your for your prayerful consideration, and I pray that the Lord will reward your 

kindness and generosity. Know of my prayers each day for you, for your family and for your 
intentions. Please keep me and my brother clergy in yours as well.  

 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

http://www.catholicministriesappeal.org


September 14, 2025                                

My name is Braydon Kwaak, I am currently a junior in High school. I have been attending church here since 
I started Religious Education in 1st grade and have been an alter server since 3rd grade mostly at the 

Saturday night Mass. I am scout working on my Eagle Scout project here at St Gerard Majella. I am replacing 
the retaining wall near the gardens. I would love and appreciate your support in my fundraising efforts to 

complete my project! 
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Helpful Phone Numbers: 

Alcoholics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124 

Al-Anon Suffolk County: 631-669-2827 
American Red Cross - LI: 516-747-3500 

Birthright (Pregnancy Support): 631-821-9727 or 1-800-550-4900 

Brighter Tomorrow (Domestic Violence): 631-395-1800 

Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546 

Child Advocacy Center (CAC) (Child Abuse): 631-439-0480 

Fidelis Insurance (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547 

Gamblers Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542 

Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758 

Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030 

L.I. Women’s Coalition (Domestic Violence): 631-666-8833 

Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262 

National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-SUICIDE 

Response Crisis Center: 631-751-7500 (Suicide Hotline) 

The Retreat (Domestic Violence Hotline): 631-329-2200 

Conexio n Linea de Crisis (M-F: 5-10 PM) 631-751-7423V 

Victims Information Bureau (Advocacy, Counseling): 631-360-3606 
Women’s Services (Town of Brookhaven): 631-698-2074 

 

 

 
Parish Outreach Ministry 

“Be diligent in serving the poor. Love the poor, 
honor them as you would Christ himself.”  

—St. Louise de Marillac 

Food Pantry Needs  

• Peanut Butter 

• Mac n Cheese 

• Granola Bars 

• Shelf Stable Milk 

• Canned Chicken 

• Jelly 

• Soup 

• Canned Tuna 

• Pasta 

• Pasta Sauce 

• Canned Fruit 

• Beef Stew 

• Shampoo/Conditioner 

• Feminine Products 

• Razors 

• Shaving Cream 

• Soap 

• Laundry Soap 

• Toothpaste/

Toothbrushes 

 

• Soup Kitchen Needs 

• College Inn Beef and Chicken 
Broth  

• Pasta 

• Crushed Tomatoes  

• Baked Beans 

• 4C Bread Crumbs  

• Frozen Vegetables  

**Please drop off items into the 
Kitchen in the Parish Hall*** 
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Religious Education  

Forms were due on August 1st but there is still time to turn them in!  

Registration Forms for the 2025/2026 Year are available on our website and in the Parish Office. 

**Please either mail or drop off the completed forms to our office. Do not email them.** 

Students must register EVERY YEAR. Religious Education Registration Form for 2025-2026 Page 2 must be 

signed. Health History Form-A new form is required EVERY YEAR. Tuition can be paid by cash or check by 

mail or in person. Credit card payments can only be made online at www.stgmajella.org Be sure to include 

the child’s full name in the information box. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.  

God bless, patty@stgmajella.org  

 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross  

The one symbol most often identified with Jesus and his Church is the cross. 

Today we celebrate The Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This feast traces its beginning to Jerusalem 

and the dedication of the church built on the site of Mount Calvary in 335. But the meaning of the 

cross is deeper than any city, any celebration, any building. The cross is a sign of suffering, a sign 

of human cruelty at its worst. But by Christ’s love shown in the Paschal Mystery, it has become the 

sign of triumph and victory, the sign of God, who is love itself. Believers have always looked to the 

cross in times of suffering. People in concentration camps, in prisons, in hospitals, in any place of 

suffering and loneliness, have been known to draw, trace, or form crosses and focus their eyes and 

hearts on them. The cross does not explain pain and misery. It does not give us any easy answers. 

But it does help us to see our lives united with Christ’s. We often make the Sign of the Cross over 

ourselves. We make it before prayer to help fix our minds and hearts on God. We make it after 

prayer, hoping to stay close to God. In trials and temptations, the cross is a sign of strength and 

protection. The cross is the sign of the fullness of life that is ours. At Baptism, too, the Sign of the 

Cross is used; the priest, parents, and godparents make the sign on the forehead of the child. A 

sign made on the forehead is a sign of belonging. By the Sign of the Cross in Baptism, Jesus takes 

us as his own in a unique way. Today, let us look to the cross often. Let us make the Sign of the 

Cross and realize we bring our whole selves to God—our minds, souls, bodies, wills, thoughts, 

hearts—everything we are and will become. 

O cross, you are the glorious sign of our victory. Through your power may we share in the 

triumph of Christ Jesus. 

(Prayer of Christians) 

from Saints and Feast Days, by Sisters of Notre Dame of Chardon, Ohio 
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  Monday,  September 15 (Our Lady of Sorrows)                             
  9:00am    The Intentions of Jackie Maggiore 
   
  Tuesday, September 16 (Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian) 
  9:00am    Mae & Bernard Foley 
   
  Wednesday, September 17  
     9:00am    For All Priests, the Intentions of 
                 Tom DeVito 
    
  Thursday, September 18 
   9:00am   Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 
  Friday,  September 19 
     9:00am    Giovanni & Concetta DiPrimo 
                                     
  Saturday, September 20 (Sts. Andrews & Paul) 
  5:00pm    Donald Hegermiller, Richard Reiss,   Fr.  Greg 
                                             Michael Munoz, Janet Keenan, 
                Roberto Denegri, Marie Luizzi 
                                                                                                                  
  Sunday, September 21 
                          8:00am    Rose Antoniello     Fr. Grieco         
                        10:00am    James Niemczyk     Fr. Grieco    
                        12:00pm    Mary Martorella     Fr. Greg 

All the sick and residents of  Atria, St . Joseph’s Village , 
Woodhaven Adult Home & Nursing  Home & Jefferson’s Ferry,  
Luke John Carusillo,  Erin Whitehead, LouEllen Klints,  Arline & 
Paul Guma,  Charles Ricottone, Ted Claesen, Connie & Frank 
Biscardi , Ronnie Pryor, Vinnie Surwilo,  Barbara Klein-Croner,  
Robert  Mutschler, Joan Francavilla,  Barbara & Pat Consorte, 
Nancy Mulvihill,  Paul Csorba,  Antonio Loiacone, Mario 
Cappellieri, Vincent Ricottone,  Dale Beck, Leonardo Alfuente, 
Kristine McDonald., Frank Perugini, Mary Louise Delano, Jean 
Maglione, Brenda Fort, Michael Maglione,  Donna DiBiago,  John 
Schlauraff, Margaret  Clark, Diane Chin, Francis Keryc, James 
Maynard, Anthony Paletto, Judith Montesusco, Margorie Higgins, 
Ann Marie Calise., Tim Hawn, Richard, Dr.  Assunta DiValentino, 
Joe Bocklet,  Paula Prete, Thomas Palmer,  Pat Ryan, Kathy Lods, 
Elena Badami, Patricia Cruz,  Garrett Greene, Eileen Dailey, 
Thomas Hayes, Jaclyn Lin, Andrew DiPierno, Sal & Rosalie 
Cottone, Timothy Murphy, Jill Pagliuca, Tom DeVito. 

Prayers for the Sick 

 

Stewardship Report  

 

Last Week’s Collection -  $7,659.00 

 

 We pray for all recently deceased, remembering 

Joan Gallagher, Maria Laue,  and                     
Domenico Procopio 

May they find eternal rest and joy. 

 

 

    Weekly Memorials 

Our Sanctuary Candle has been lovingly 
donated for : 

       The Intentions of Deacon John Grebe  

 

Our Bread and Wine has been lovingly donated  
in memory of :  

Joan Gallagher 

 

 

Mass Intentions and Presider Schedule for the Week of  
September 15 – September 21 
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Need a friend? Check out SAINTS or the ST. 

FRANCIS shelf in our parish library. 

Someone’s waiting to meet you!  

 

Request weekly giving envelopes in our Parish Office or scan the QR code to give online!  

Acceptance of Divine Ownership 

When we give, we acknowledge that we are merely stewards of God’s resources, entrusted 

with the responsibility to use them wisely. Recognizing His divine ownership over 

everything, we have changed our perspective, encouraging us to give willingly and 

generously. 

            OCIA Christian Initiation of Adults 

Are you an adult thinking of becoming part of the Catholic 
community and completing your  sacraments?  Contact 

Deacon Frank at deaconfrank@stgmajella.org or 631-473-
2900.  

                 Knights of Columbus      

 

 
 

 

 

To learn more please call Peter Santoro 631-457-9973 

                           Columbiettes   

We are an organization of women from all backgrounds 
united by our Catholic Faith, the love of family, our country, 
and our commitment to helping others. If you would like to 

join, please contact Penny at 631-473-2900.  

Our Parish Mission Statement: Formed by God’s word and nourished at the Eucharist, we strive to be faithful 

witnesses to Jesus Christ by handing on the Catholic faith to our families and community and serving those in need. 

We invite you to register your family at our Parish. Are you 

new to our parish?  Have you been participating in our 

parish but never registered? Do you need to update your 

contact information or add a family member? Both 

registration or family update forms are available in our 

office 631-473-2900 or on our website: www.stgmajella.org   

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

100% of every dollar raised is restricted to fund the objectives, programs, and mission supported by the Catholic 

Ministries Appeal, touching each of our 133 parishes and more than 600,000 people each year. Through 

Communion, we worship together and share in the love and unity of the Trinity. We Participate by serving one 

another in our Mission to evangelize and share the love of our Faith with others.  

 Donor Stories of Faith, Gratitude, and Generosity 

Behind every donation we receive is a heart moved by gratitude, a desire to give back, or a personal experience of 

the Church’s presence in a time of need.  

Linda—Farmingdale, NY 

"After my husband passed away, I felt so lost. It was the people at my parish and the counseling I received through 

Catholic Charities that helped me through. Giving to the Appeal is my way of saying thank you. It’s a gift of gratitude 

for the love I was shown when I needed it most." 

Carlos & Maria—Hempstead, NY 

"We came to this country looking for opportunity, but we also found faith. Our children are growing 

up in a vibrant parish community, attending religious education classes supported by the Appeal. 

We give so others can experience the same joy we feel being part of the Church here." 

Scan to give to 

CMA! 



 

Reflecting on next Sunday’s Gospel before you come to Mass can bring so 
much more meaning to your experience of the Liturgy.  

Here’s the Gospel for next Sunday. How does this Gospel touch your life? 
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September 21, 2025 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                                                              Luke 16:1-13 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, "A rich man had a steward 

who was reported to him for squandering his property. 

He summoned him and said, 'What is this I hear about 

you? Prepare a full account of your stewardship, 

because you can no longer be my steward.' The 

steward said to himself, 'What shall I do, now that my 

master is taking the position of steward away from me? 

I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg. 

I know what I shall do so that, when I am removed 

from the stewardship, they may welcome me into their 

homes.' He called in his master's debtors one by one.  
To the first he said, 'How much do you owe my 

master?' He replied, 'One hundred measures of olive 

oil.' He said to him, 'Here is your promissory note. 

Sit down and quickly write one for fifty.' Then to 

another the steward said, 'And you, how much do you 

owe?' He replied, 'One hundred kors of wheat.' 

The steward said to him, 'Here is your promissory 

note; write one for eighty.' And the master commended 

that dishonest steward for acting prudently.  

 

"For the children of this world are more prudent in 

dealing with their own generation than are the children 

of light. I tell you, make friends for yourselves with 

dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings. The person who is 

trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy 

in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very 

small matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, 

therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest 

wealth, who will trust you with true wealth? 

If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, 
who will give you what is yours? No servant can serve 
two masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or 
be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
both God and mammon."  

 

Reflection Questions  

• Define the word “shrewd”. Why was the manager 
being fired and in what way did he show 
shrewdness? 

• Jesus was not commending the manager on his 
dishonesty, but was commending him for what 
instead?  

• How does being faithful with a little lead to being 
faithful with a lot? How is faithfulness impacted 
by taking an eternal perspective 

• Is there anyplace in my life that God is calling me 
to take drastic action right now with the 
abundance He has given me?  

• How am I currently using the wealth God has 
gifted me to help others in need and to spread 
the gospel?  

 

Breaking Open the Word 
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God Sighting 

Comsewogue High School Senior Hadia Yousaf and 

her classmates recently hosted a Senior Sunrise 

event. They had leftover bagels and granola bars. 

They thought of our food pantry and dropped the 

donation off for us to give out!  

This is what the message that they left said: “We 

wanted to give back to the community, especially 

those who are underprivileged. Thank you for 

allowing us to do this!”  

These are incredibly kind and giving students!! 

God bless them as they enter their last year of High 

School. We know they will continue to do great 

things!  

 

 Blessing of the Animals 

Bring your pets, big or small, on Saturday, Oct. 4th 

at 10am on the Great Lawn (Parish Hall if it is 

raining)  for a special blessing. Our beloved mascot 

Leo will be there to greet his fellow 4-legged 

parishioners!  

 “So God created the great sea monsters and every 

living creature that moves, with which the waters 

swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged 

bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 

good.” (Gen 1:21) 

 



Question: Can 4 hours make a difference? 

Answer: YES! 

It can make ALL the difference, if you 

The Thrift Shop & Barn @ St. Gerard Majella Church 

316 Terryville Road, PJS 11776 

OPEN M-TH 10-4; F 10-2 

Next Saturday Opening: October 4 10-2 

Come join us 10-2 Fridays 

And help make ALL the difference! 

For a volunteer packet, please visit the Parish office during regular 

business hours, M-TH 9-4:30 or contact Denise at 631-473-2900 



 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday,  

 

 

The mission of St. Pius X Residence is to provide a nurturing environment that respects and cherishes the lifelong 

commitment of our beloved priests. The Residence strives to create a warm and supportive community where they can 

enjoy their retirement years with dignity, surrounded by like-minded individuals who share their dedication to faith.  

 

As our elderly priests enter this stage of their life, they often experience ongoing challenges that require added care and 

attention, and because of you, the St Pius X Residence is there for them. Even in retirement, our priests continue to make a 

profound impact on the spiritual and personal lives of Catholics of all ages. When they are able, they celebrate Mass in 

area parishes, visit the sick and homebound, and bring God’s Word to those in prison.   

Please support our beloved priests in their retirement years. 

 

 

 

 

 

The special collection for retired priests living at St. Pius X Residence will take place next weekend.  Please be 

as generous as possible!   

Thank You! https://www.stpiusresidence.org/ 

 

 

 

Fr. Steve Pietrowski, Rector 

“I am so proud to be able to serve all the wonderful priests 

residing at St Pius. This house provides a place for our priests 

who have a need for care and help for daily activities. It’s a safe 

place to age gracefully. Here at St. Pius, we provide for one 

another. We call this place home,” shared Fr. Pietrowski 

Msgr. Ron Richardson: 

“When I was living on my own for a number of years, I felt a sense 

of isolation, especially during Covid but here I am with many of my 

fellow priests who I served with at times throughout the years.  I’ve 

always been a walker, most of my life I’ve walked and jogged. I 

love the outdoors and I am so grateful to be here at this gorgeous 

campus.” 

 



Tickets are on sale now!!  



 

 

Please support this 

wonderful garden!! They 

provide lots of veggies 

and herbs all Summer 

long to our food pantry 

and soup kitchen!! These 

volunteers work so hard 

to provide for others!  



 Visit CatholicMom.com for more resources for you and your family. 
  “The Family That Prays Together, Stays Together.”  - Venerable Patrick Peyton 
 Image: 5sparrows.com |Copyright 2024 Catholicmom.com. All Rights Reserved. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.      John 3:16 



Branch Funeral Homes 
FUNERALS & CREMATIONS 

Trust. Quality. Affordability. 
Owned by the Vigliante Family - Henry Vigliante • John Vigliante • Paul Vigliante 

TRUSTED CREMATION WITH CARE™ PROVIDER

 

A Name You Can Trust   Est. 1980 
Your Honda Is Our Business 

Domestic • Imports 
All Major Credit Cards ~ Mon - Fri 8-5 

473-9022

 
 

Buttercup’s  
Dairy Store 

285 Boyle Road 
Port Jefferson Station 

631-928-4607 
Email: ButtercupDairy@aol.com 

Visit Us@ www.buttercupdairy.com

 
 
 
 

 Port Jefferson  
Physical Therapy 

 
 

Where your recovery becomes reality   
William Schauss, MSPT 

Arthur Reiss, MSPT  
300 Hallock Avenue 

Port Jefferson Station 
 

331.1070 

Mike’s Mechanic’s Service

129 Hallock Ave., Pt. Jeff Station
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 Francis D. Moloney, Jr.

Miller Place 
551 Route 25A 
(631) 744-9700 
BranchFH.com

Smithtown 
190 East Main Street 

(631) 724-9500 
info@BranchFH.com

QUALITY •  FRESHNESS • VALUE 
7 DAYS A WEEK

LONG
LIVE
health care that works  
with your life.

Long Live Long Island™

longliveyou.org

Family Owned                                                                              Since 1956

 The  
Affordable 

Choice 

Coram - 3640 Route 112  
Phone: 631-696-0909 

Brentwood - 571 Suffolk Ave. 
Phone: 631-273-4443 

 FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Turn To A Friend 

www.grantfh.com

O.B. Davis Funeral Homes 
4839 Nesconset Hwy, Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 

631.473.0360 
www.obdavisportjefferson.com 

“Honoring life’s memories & serving the 
 community like no other since 1858”

In addition to our superior customer experience & celebrating each  
life with highly personalized send-offs , we also offer: 

• Catered Receptions • Veterans Services 
• Webcasting • Exclusive Use of Facilities Available 

• Preplanning and National Transferability 
James M. Hammer                  Cindy Cavorti 
Parishioner & General Manager   Location Manager

Honoring Memories and  
Supporting Families 

Sergio Benites - Managing Partner 
411 Old Town Road 

E. Setauket, NY 11733  
631- 473-0082 

www.bryantfh.com




