Pastoral Staff

Rev. Gregory Rannazzisi, Pastor
Rev. Vitus Ezeiruaku, i residence
Deacon Frank DellAglio

frereg@stgmajella.org

deaconfrank@stgmajella.org
Deacon John Grebe deaconjohn@stgmajella.otg
Charles Pramnieks, Music Director chuck@stgmajella.org
Deacon Carlito Roman, Pastoral Associate for Administration

deaconcatlito@stgmajella.org

Bob Paplin, Facilities Manager rpaplin@stgmajella.org
Jennifer Donnellon, Office Manager jennifer@stgmajella.org
Patty Longo, Director of Religious Ed. patty@stgmajella.org
Denise Nienburg, Thrift Shop Manager thrift@stgmajella.org
Jackie Maggiore, Receptionist secretary@stgmajella.org

Joseph Crescitelli and Dominic Fontana, Sacristans

Parish Office Hours

Monday — Thursday: 9:00am-4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm
Closed Friday and Saturday

Mass & Devotions

Saturday: 5:00pm

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm

Weekdays: 9:00am

Rosary: Monday — Friday: 8:30am

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Monday - Friday: 9:30 am

First Saturday: 11:00am Mass with the Anointing of the Sick

Penance

The sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated on
Saturdays from 3:45pm-4:45pm. You may call the Parish Office to
make an appointment with one of the priests.

Baptism

Baptisms are typically held twice a month at 1:30pm. Please call the

Parish Office to schedule an appointment to set a date. Selection of
godparents should be made after speaking with one of the priests or
deacons.

Marriage

Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements for your wedding
at least six months in advance. No date can be set until the couple
meets with a member of the clergy.

St. Gerard Majella
Roman Cathaolic Chuwich

300 Terryville Road
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776
Phone: 631-473-2900  Fax: 631-473-0015

www.stgmajella.org

Parish Outreach Hours

Food Pantry

Tuesday: 11:30am-3:00pm

Wednesday: 12:30pm-3:00pm

Thursday: 11:30am-1:30pm & 4:30pm-5:30pm
Thrift Shop/Barn

Monday — Thursday: 10:00am-4:00pm

Friday: 10:00am-2:00pm

Donations accepted Monday-Thursday: 10:00am-3:00pm
and Friday: 10:00am-1:00pm. Please refer to our website
for a list of items that can be donated.

Stewardship Supper

The Thursday evening dinner is served between 4:30pm
and 5:30pm. All are welcome.
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One Parishioner’s Journey to the National Eucharistic Congress Part 4

Into Gethsemane

Friday morning, July 19th got up ready for another day of whatever God was going to put in my path. Got to Lucas Oil
Stadium at about 8:25 am. I can make Mass no problem. Yes, problem! I was no longer in the parking garage in the
middle of the town, I was in a garage near Lucas Oil Stadium. Well that should be better because Mass was at the
stadium in the morning. Little did I know that I was very unfamiliar with the area behind Lucas 0Oil Stadium. I walked
and walked and by the time I came to an area that I was familiar with, Mass was over. Another win for you, Satan, but
again itisn’t over! So I went to the food court created by St. John’s Church across from the Convention Center. Ordered
a coffee and a Kringle (it looked like a long flat pastry, but let’s give it a try), sat down with a young mom with her 2
year old and an older Mom in her 70’s/80”s and her daughter in her 50’s. We started talking about where we were
from. The mother and daughter were from Michigan. And they drove there and had a very busy itinerary for the day.
The young mom was from lowa and the family drove to Indiana. Dad had the 3 month old in the carriage and was
walking around with him. We talked about the Revival evening and asked her if they had a chance to go to see it. This
quiet young mom said that they didn’t get a chance to go because someone had broken into their car and they spent
the night at the police station. The children were tired and cranky in the evening and they went right to their hotel. My
heart went out to this mom and her family. We prayed over her and when her husband came back we prayed over him
and the 3 month old as well. The young mom was close to tears and I said to her, “Don’t try to do everything. Go with
the rhythm of your children.” “You will see and do whatever God has planned for you as the day goes on.” She thanked
me and we separated, and I will tell you that I spent most of the day praying for this young family! The Empower
Impact Session was about to begin.So we all headed to the Convention Center to our assigned areas. [ got there early to
get a good seat. (I know it sounds a little selfish). I found a good seat and sat down. It looked like there would be an
empty seat next to me, but that didn’t happen, not that I really expected it to. A group of women came and took the
seats next to me and a very big woman was sitting next to me. I tried to give her more room (not that I'm a skinny
person) and was starting to get a little annoyed. What a good Christian, right! Not even close! Little did I know this
person would have a huge impact on the rest of my day! This impact session was a very emotional one. Our emcees,
Larry and Andi Oney spoke to us about healing and forgiveness. We heard from Martha Henessy, who is the great
granddaughter of Dorothy Day. Martha read from the writings from her great-grandmother, who related the condition
of the poor as something that we need to heal as a society. Her words were not new but they were powerful and pulled
no punches. One thing is for sure, Dorothy Day was a strong woman who did what she could to make life better for
everyone. Look at this year's Catechetical Sunday theme from Matthew’s Gospel, “When did I see you hungry and feed
you...” The picture of the woman on the poster is Dorothy Day. She was chosen because she lived the Corporal Works
of Mercy. Bishop Joseph Espaillat from the Bronx was an incredibly powerful speaker. He spoke of the option for the
poor and our part in it. There was something very real about him. He was the kind of guy you would just like to
hangout with. Meg Hunter was a person that needed forgiveness and healing and almost lost her whole being because
of the circumstances of her life. She told her conversion story and helped us all to see that even when you hit rock
bottom, God is right there. He’ll be right there with you and give you the forgiveness, healing, and love that you need, if
you allow Him too. The Vigil Project came out and started to play their music. We were all listening and Larry and Andi
came out, Bishop Espaillat and Meg Hunter came out and they all started praying and singing praise to God. Testimony
at its best! All poured out their hearts to this large crowd. What happened next was astonishing! We were asked to lay
hands on someone next to us. I saw this big woman that at first was an annoyance to me. I really looked at her and
could see the pain in her eyes. My hand went up on her shoulder, almost as if someone had placed it there. The woman
on the other side of me also placed her hand on this woman, who was now in tears. I felt a hand reach out and touch
my shoulder. It was as if we were all in a great hug of forgiveness and healing. We sang praises and wept together. It
was possibly the closest I've ever felt to God and my neighbor. At the end of the session the big woman who was sitting
next to me thanked me. We hugged. God took this moment to show me that I have to let go of my idea of what is ideal
and let Him guide me to what is truly ideal. Forgiveness and healing through the power of touch and love. “Love each
other as I have loved you...” That is what I felt that day. Now it is time for the breakout session. I went to a session
called: Gift and Grit: How Heroic Virtue Can Change Your Life and Relationships given by Dr. Andrew and Sarah
Swafford. They told of their relationship and how it grew and how as their relationship grew, so did their love of
God. The one point they tried to make is that heroic virtue led them to be the people they are today. They were very
influenced by the writings and the ideas of Saint John Paul II. Especially the phenomenon of “srodowisko”, bringing
youth together toward a common goal. This is what virtuous friendship is about.
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Sarah Stafford also made a good point, she said that we are always praying for others, which of course is what we are
called to do. But do we ever come before our God and ask for the things that need healing in our lives. The words of
her therapist were brilliant, he said, "Sarah, do you think that the Lord can't heal all the people that you are praying
for and you at the same time.” He does want to heal us, we have to allow Him too. After this breakout session, I went
to Mass in the Convention Center. Yes, this was great, Mass was at 3:00 pm every day. [ didn’t realize this till today,
but being able to receive the Eucharist was a blessing! Satan, you lost this battle! Why, because God is good! I was
trying to find people that [ knew and we kept texting throughout the day. I told them that [ would see them at the
Revival Session tonight. I went to get on line to see the exhibits but the lines were crazy! I went into the vendor
exhibit area and looked around. This time I saw the Hillbilly Thomists (not sure if I saw them on Thursday or Friday,
but I did see them). Four Thomist Fathers played hillbilly music and it was great! As I stood there watching there was
this cute little sister in full habit in front of me. Now I was bopping away to the music. I could see her try to restrain
herself, but the music got to her and she started to lightly bounce along to the music as well. Sisters were around with
signs that read, “Do you need confession? Ask me where.” They were doing their part to help us prepare us for
repentance. They were great and exuded enthusiasm! I went back to the main lobby of the Convention Center and I
heard the bells again. [ was ready to get onto my knees, but these bells were something different! Bishop Cozzens was
in a little motorized cart coming through the crowd and 2 or 3 sisters with him. It was so cute and unexpected. I had
to grin. Everyone was so filled with joy to be together around Our Lord and Our God, Jesus! It was getting close to
time to get to Lucas Oil Stadium for the 3rd Revival Session - Into Gethsemane. I was there early and got great seats in
the lower loge section of the stadium. [ found myself in the middle of three teen groups that were at the NEC. I started
talking to the adult leaders and some of the teens. They were so much fun! The people that I was trying to meet up
with all day texted me and I told them where I was. The teens wanted to start a wave. So their chaperones and I said,
“Why don’t you!” I think they were just looking for someone to say that it was okay. We are in a stadium after all. The
evening hadn’t started yet, so why not! It started out small one or two sections at a time, but within 5 minutes we had
a full out wave throughout the stadium. The teens were so excited, “We started that!” “Yeah!” Then our group of teens
started a chant, “We love Jesus, yes we do! We love Jesus, how 'bout you?” Then they would point to a group of teens
on the other side of the stadium. The teens on the other side of the stadium would say the same chant and point to
another group of teens in another section of the stadium. This went on for about 10/15 minutes. They were so on fire
for Jesus! Then the wave would start up again. Non-stop pouring out of the Spirit in these teenagers! [ was in teacher/
catechist heaven! Then the beach balls came out! Forget about it! Excitement, enthusiasm, and exaltation in these
moments of unabashed love for God! I felt the same way I did when I went into a bakery on Arthur Avenue in the
Bronx. [ walked in, smelled the Italian pastries and cakes and said to my husband and son, “Okay Lord, you can take
me.” Thinking that that was the closest I'd ever get to heaven. I was wrong! God is so good that he keeps giving us
glimpses of heaven throughout our journey here on Earth. The people that I was trying to find, found me in this group
of teenagers and they sat down and enjoyed what I was already enjoying with these young people! Dave Moore and
Lauren Moore as well as the Josh Blakesley Band, Sarah Krogher, Meg Hunter and other musicians took the stage and
began to play. Their music really reached the hearts of the teens that were sitting by us and they started to see other
teens go onto the stadium floor. They asked their chaperones if they could go too and the next thing we witnessed
were teens on fire with the Spirit. They rushed to the front of the stage and were singing and praising God in
song. This is what the 1st Pentecost must have felt like! People young and old whose hearts were burning within
them. Our hands outstretched to the Lord to receive the forgiveness and healing that we needed that only Jesus could
give us. The joy, peace and love that the world could not give us was ours that evening! These teens were so polite,
kind and exuded so much energy and passion that I felt tears welling up in my eyes. God is good! He showed me at
that moment that the youth of our Catholic faith really want a relationship with Jesus. This was a place where they
could be comfortable in praising the Lord without the ridicule of their peers. The freedom that they must have felt! It
was glorious! After the music stopped and the emcees came out to start the 3rd night of the Revival - Into
Gethsemane. All the teens started to shout out “JESUS, JESUS, JESUS!” The multitudes joined them in adoration and
started to shout out to our God as well! The emcees were amazed at the love and enthusiasm of the teens and all
gathered. My guess is that they didn’t expect such an outpouring of the Spirit as was in the stadium that night. It was
beyond anyone’s expectations. The teens then went back to their seats ready to receive what was going to be said
that night. Sister Miriam James Heidland readied us for what we were about to experience this evening. Montse
Alvarado spoke to our Spanish brothers and sisters and told them to take in all that God had in store for them this
evening and translated what she said to the English speakers in the crowd of 50,000 people. Father Josh reminded us
that nothing is impossible for God. We sometimes forget that and think that we can do life by ourselves without help.
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We know how that works out, or really doesn’t work out! When we pray, we should remember that God will do what
He knows is best for us. It may not be exactly what we think is best for us, but the answer to our prayers will be
beyond what we would have ever asked for. God will heal us in ways that we can’t even imagine. The first speaker
was a former professional tennis player from Costa Rica, Paula Umana. She held a tennis ball in her hand and walked
around with prosthetics that looked like boots. She asked us to say the words, “Run to Jesus!” every time she held up
the tennis ball. Then she told her story of healing. To hear her incredible story go to Relevant Radio.com/National
Eucharistic congress. The next testimony was not in person but a video that was made about a person with an alcohol
addiction. Sister Miriam James Heidland defined addiction as “a trauma response to our sorrowful mysteries.” The
person in the video started his addiction when he was in his 50’s. One day he said that he had a feeling that God was
pushing him to make a phone call to AA. He said, “God got me to AA, and AA got me back to God.” That person started
to do things to make his life better and stopped drinking. He began to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist with a
new appreciation for the healing and love that God wanted to give him. He “Ran to Jesus!” The next speaker was Sister
Josephine Garrett, a former banker and professional counselor. Her prayers were that all of our hearts would fill her
heart. She said that she wasn’t there to speak about consolation but to make an exhortation. The NEC is not a finish
line, but a starting line to a real revival. She mentioned that there were 2 legs that would prove the success of the
Congress. Number 1 is the growth of our relationship to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and the love of our neighbor.
Number 2 is our personal repentance. Not the repentance of the people around us that are sinners, but a genuine
repentance we need for our sinfulness. She made it clear that every person is important in the Body of Christ! We
need to ask for healing in the whole Body of Christ. That healing begins with us. “I'm starting with the man in the
mirror.” Great Michael Jackson song. “I'm asking him to change his ways.” “And no message could've been any clearer.
If they want to make the world a better place take a look at yourself and then make a change.” Then she went through
all the people that were attending the NEC. the bishops, the priests, the religious communities, the single people, the
families, and the elders; she asked us all to really look at ourselves and make repentance our goal. And to repent and
return to the joy and hope that our Lord wants us to have. One thing that she said that impressed me was that
families are the load bearing walls of the Church. Our families are a very important part of our Catholic community. I
believe that this is true and will do everything in my power, by the grace of God, to let families know this and help
them live out their vocation in the Church! The band came out and started to play reflective music . Sister Miriam
James Heidland came out and asked us to take a moment to really feel what was stirring in our hearts at this moment.
Reflect on what God wants to do for us at this moment. She so wisely said that this moment isn’t about fixing what we
think is wrong with us, but allowing our God to love us! She spoke about a priest who asked her a question at one
point in her life. He asked her if she knew what the danger in being a priest was. He said the biggest danger is
hardness of heart. Sister pointed out that hardness of heart was not only the biggest danger for priests, but it was the
biggest danger for us all! Let God have your heart and don’t be a bride that spurns her bridegroom. Let the
bridegroom love you warts and all, because he does just that! This truth may spark feelings of self condemnation, they
may bring up traumatic sorrowful mysteries in our lives that have yet to be healed, but our God wants to heal us and
love us back to himself. We have only to let him do that. Let Jesus our God and King love you, he wants too! He is
inviting us to open our hearts to Him! Is today going to be the day that we let the Lord in? Is today the day that we
really feel the love of Jesus rushing through us? The bridegroom is coming and he is here! The nights go down on
Lucas Oils Stadium, the seminarians assemble with candles, incense and we wait for the bridegroom, Jesus Christ!
Father Boniface Hicks leads us in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament this evening. He will ask our God to heal all the
broken places in our world, in our Catholic Church, and in ourselves. This is the running theme throughout the NEC,
let Jesus, our God and King heal us in our brokenness. “Turn back to Him with all your heart, don't let fear keep us
apart. Long have I waited for your coming home to me and living deeply our new life.” You may recognize these words
from the song, “Hosea” but how true they are! Before Benediction, Father Boniface walked around the stadium floor
in procession with the Blessed Sacrament with the monstrance. As he passed through the crowds, people reached out
to touch his cloak, mothers were holding their babies up to get a better look at Jesus, everyone was on their knees
before the Blessed Sacrament! After Benediction the assembly of seminarians, priests and Father Boniface with the
Blessed Sacrament left the stadium, [ saw in the reel from Relevant Radio a family with small children on their knees
with their hands folded in prayer. What good it does for a catechist to witness a moment like this! God is good! After
the Blessed Sacrament left the Stadium the crowd cheered loudly. Hail to our King, Jesus Christ! This day was just a
day of grace upon grace filled moments. Prayers for people who were in need of prayer at the moment. How was |
supposed to know that the first encounter of the day would lead to more grace than I ever could have imagined. Back
to the hotel for some rest! What happens on Saturday, July 20th will blow you away!
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Parish Outreach Ministry

“Be diligent in serving the poor. Love the poor, honor them as you would
Christ himself.”

JOIN US!

Senior
H.©.P.E Fair

Happiness e Opportunity e Positive  Energy

Vendors Workshops & Seminars
Giveaways Food & Refreshments
Social Time and MORE!!

*Registration is required for a meal ticket*

%@W Samanea% !

Tuesday, September 10th | 10am-3pm
Samanea New York Mall

Welcome Friends Free Curbside Meal Program

Monday: 5:00 - 6:00 PM
Christ Episcopal Church
127 Barnum Avenue, Port Jeff Village

Tuesday: 1:00 - 1:30 PM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
390 Patchogue Rd. (Rt. 112), Port Jeff Station

Wednesday: 5:00 - 6:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Main St. and South St., Port Jeff Village

Thursday: 4:00 - 5:30 PM

Doors Open at 4pm Sit Down Only between
4:30pm and 5:30pm

1500 Old Country Road Westbury

Q1>

FAMILY & CHILDREN'S

uuuuuuuuuuu

Celetuating 10 Yeans!

St. Gerard Majella Church

Friday: 3:30 - 5:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Main St. and South St., Port Jeff Village

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Helpful Phone Numbers:

Food Pantry Needs :
Cat Food : Alcoholics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124
aLroo ; Al-Anon Suffolk County: 631-669-2827
Dog Food : American Red Cross - LI: 516-747-3500

Birthright (Pregnancy Support): 631-821-9727 or 1-800-550-4900
: Brighter Tomorrow (Domestic Violence): 631-395-1800 :
Raisins Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) (Child Abuse): 631-439-0480
Fidelis Insurance (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547
Gamblers Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542
: Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758
: Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030
L.I. Women’s Coalition (Domestic Violence): 631-666-8833
Rice Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262
Canola Oil National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-SUICIDE
Response Crisis Center: 631-751-7500 (Suicide Hotline)
The Retreat (Domestic Violence Hotline): 631-329-2200
Juice Conexion Linea de Crisis (M-F: 5-10 PM) 631-751-7423V

. §Victims Information Bureau (Advocacy, Counseling): 631-360-3606
Shelf Stable Milk : Women'’s Services (Town of Brookhaven): 63 1-69%-2074 :

Canned Tuna

Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Granola Bars

Soup

Flour

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Mass Intentions and Presider Schedule for the Week of

September 2- September 8

Monday, September 2
9:00am Joseph Soriano

Tuesday, September 3 (St. Gregory)
9:00am Daniel O’Connell

Wednesday, September 4

9:00am Andrew Carnegie, The Intentions of
Emily Roff & Family, the Intentions of
Teresa Hanson & Family

Thursday, September 5
9:00am James Witt

Friday, September 6
9:00am The Intentions of Marie Morgan

Saturday, September 7 (Blessed Virgin Mary)

5:00pm Frances Jamotta, Linda Streuli, Fr. Greg
the Intentions of the Kessler &
Ross Families

Sunday, September 8

8:00am John E. Kearney Fr. Vitus
10:00am The Living & Deceased Members of Fr. Greg
St. Gerard’s Knights of Columbus
12:00pm Julius & Rosemarie Miano Fr. Francis
Stewardship Report Weekly Memorials

Last Week’s Collection - $7,026.79 Our Bread and Wine has been

lovingly donated in honor of:

- Kyle and Serena Evans
Prayers for the Sick Our Sanctuary Candle has been lovingly .

All the sickand residents of Atria, St. Joseph's Village Woodhaven donated in honor of:

Adult Home & Nursing Home & Jefferson’s Ferry, Ann Dellow, Kaileigh

Luke John Carusillo, Sandy Barrios, Sabrina Glass, LouEllen Klints,

Arline Guma, Kellie Menno, Charles Ricottone, Ted Claesen,

Connie Biscardi, Ronnie Pryor, Vinnie Surwilo, Barbara Klein- Wedding Banns

Croner, Garrett Duffy, Hunter Reyes, Barbara &Pat Consorte,

Marie Auld, Erin Whitehead, Bill Klein, Barbara Forbes, Thomas Our parish is pleased to announce the following
Hayes, Linda Tesone, Alexa Mastando, Michael Bruton, Jack Grob, wedding:

Gerard Healy, Donna DiBiagjo, Denise Shaw, Thomas Foley, Joseph Niravathu and Achsah Abraham

Richard Zwycewicz Jr., Brenda Fort, Guiliana Roccisano, Robert )
Mutschler, Barbara Riley, Kathy Dailey, Genevieve Eannuzzi, (St. Gerard Majella) 1
Alexa Mastando, Debbie Esposito Arpino, Leonardo Alfuente, September 14, 2024 Second Banns
Bonnie Forbes, Jeanette Prossi, Cody Family, Philip Spucci, Debra
Hamera, Dennis Myles, Baby Camden Miller, Nilda Menendez,
Drew Flynn, Baby Julianni, Samantha Brandt, Katie Ankner, Joan
Francavilla, Anthony Paletto, Jaclyn Lin, Michael Fucito, Nancy remembering Kellie Dressel-Menno,
Mulvihill, Angel Rivera, Roger Russell, Paul Csorba, Judith may they find eternal rest and joy.
Montesuco, Joe DiPrima, Barbara Lambert, John MacKinnon

We pray for all recently deceased,
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Please stop by our Prayer Corner
near Reception to borrow books and
CDs on many Catholic topics to
deepen your faith formation and
spiritual life.

® Online Weekly Giving

“Give and gifts will be given to you; a
good measure, packed together,
o] shaken down, and overflowing, will be
poured into your lap. For the measure
with which you measure will in return be measured
out to you.” Luke 6:38 This is a promise from God
that He doesn't need a large amount, but will honor
our generosity and obedience. Then, He can do a
miracle to multiply and pour out blessings that
overflow to our lives and others.

Knights of Columbus
YOU ARE BORN A MAN
YOU BECOME A KNIGHT!

YOU ARE CALLED! JOIN TODAY!

Free 12 Month Membership
Visit

KofC.org/JoinUs

Ise Promo Code

‘BlcsschcGivney
To learn more please call Peter Santoro 631-457-9973

Columbiettes

We are an organization of women from all
backgrounds united by our Catholic Faith, the love of
family, our country, and our commitment to helping

others. If you would like to join, please contact Jennifer
at 631-473-2900.

Our Parish Mission Statement: Formed by God’s word and nourished at the Eucharist, we strive to be
faithful witnesses to Jesus Christ by handing on the Catholic faith to our families and community and
serving those in need.

OCIA Christian Initiation of Adults

Are you an adult thinking of becoming part of the Catholic community and completing your sacraments?
Contact Deacon Frank at deaconfrank@stgmajella.org or 631-473-2900.

Facebook.com/stgmajella/

J Instagram.com/sgmparish

Facebook.com/SGMthriftshop/

Instagram.com/sgmthriftshop

YouTube Channel-St. Gerard
Majella Parish

D909

WE INVITE YOU TO REGISTER YOUR FAMILY
WITH OUR PARISH

Are you new to our parish? Have you been
participating in our parish but never
registered? Do you need to update your
contact information or add a family member?

Both registration or family update forms are
available in our church office 631-473-2900 or on
our website: www.stgmajella.org
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Breaking Open the Word

Reflecting on next Sunday’s Gospel before you come to Mass can bring so
much more meaning to your experience of the Liturgy.
Here’s the Gospel for next Sunday. How does this Gospel touch your life?

September 8, 2024
Twenty- Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mk 7:31-37

Again Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by
way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, into the district
of the Decapolis. And people brought to him a
deaf man who had a speech impediment and
begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him
off by himself away from the crowd. He put his
finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched
his tongue; then he looked up to heaven and
groaned, and said to him,“Ephphatha!”— that is,
“Be opened!” —And immediately the man’s ears
were opened, his speech impediment was
removed, and he spoke plainly. He ordered them
not to tell anyone. But the more he ordered them
not to, the more they proclaimed it. They were
exceedingly astonished and they said, “He has
done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and
the mute speak.”

Reflection Questions
What attitude did the people have toward Jesus?

What did Jesus do for the man who was deaf and
could hardly speak? What method did Jesus use
to heal the man who came to Him?

How was the deaf man’s life changed because of
Jesus?

How did the people react to Jesus and His
miraculous power?

What difference did this miracle make in the
lives of the people who witnessed it? Why
couldn’t the people stop talking about Jesus?

Whom do you know who has experienced the
healing of Jesus in his or her life?

How do people respond to Jesus’ miraculous
work in their lives?

What can you learn from the people’s attitude
toward Jesus in this story?

What is one area of your life that you can commit
to the Lord and trust Him to work through?

How can you trust God with your needs?
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Religious Education 2024/2025

Forms were due on August 1st but there is still time
to turn them in!

Registration Forms for the 2024 /2025 Year are
available on our website and in the Parish Office.

**Please either mail or drop off the completed forms
to our office. Do not email them.**

Students must register EVERY YEAR. Religious
Education Registration Form for 2024-2025 Page 2
must be signed. Health History Form-A new form is
required EVERY YEAR. Tuition can be paid by cash
or check by mail or in person. Credit card payments
can only be made online at www.stgmajella.org Be

sure to include the child’s full name in the

information box. Please do not hesitate to contact

me with any questions. Wishing you all a happy,

healthy and holy rest of you Summer!

God bless, Patty

patty@stgmajella.org

The Catholic University of America Collection

Next weekend, the diocese will be taking up the
National Collection for The Catholic University of
America. Catholic University is a national research
university with over 5,700 undergraduate and
graduate students in more than 250 academic
programs in the heart of Washington, D.C. By giving
to the collection, you are supporting both future
Catholic leaders, religious and lay, who are being
formed by an exceptional, Faith-inspired education
and the University’s various research and training
initiatives that support dioceses and parishes in
responding to the most pressing needs of their
faithful. The Catholic Project - an initiative that
brings together clergy and laity to address the
challenges that the Catholic Church faces in the
U.S. contributing education, formation, research,
events, and media, a master’s program in Ecclesial
Administration and Management, and a
credentialing program that prepares recent
graduates to serve as campus ministers are a few
examples how the University is serving the Church
and nation. Please give generously. Support the
collection at:

futurecatholicleaders.igivecatholictogether.org.

.’MmLs'try to fa‘mt[ws with Special Needs

< Families who Aave members
with special needs or
developmental disabilities
often find it difficult to
attend weekly Mass togethier.
St. James Parish in Setauket
is pleased to provide an
opportunity for families to
experience and celebrate
God’s presence in their [ives at a special Mass.

This Mass is celebrated at 12:30 pm (please note new time)
on the second Saturday of each month during the school year —
January through May and September through December.

The next Mass will be celebrated
on Saturday, September 14t at 12:30 pm

Please note: This Mass fulfills
the Sunday Mass Obligation

The remaining 2024 Special Needs Masses will be celebrated
on the following second Saturdays at 12:30 pm:
October 12
November 9
December 14

This ministry strives to be inclusive
in its approach, inviting those with special needs
to fill (iturgical roles such as proclaimer
and musical accompaniment.

Please help spread the word
about this special worship opportunity!
Special Needs Mass Parish
St. James R.C. Church

Website: www.StJamesSetauket.org
Address: 429 Route 25A

Christmas Fair Needs

Believe it or not, December will be here before we
know it and preparations are already underway for
our annual Christmas Fair. This year, the Fair will
take place on Saturday, Dec. 7th and Sunday,
December 8th.

Fair Needs:
Candy Donations
Bring in candy during Parish Office Hours.
Bakers

If you would like to bake, please contact Grace at
631- 828-1430 / drpart2@aol.com

Vendors

We would love to have parishioners selling their
homemade and other beautiful items during the fair.
Contact Grace for more details!

September 1, 2024

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time




Pruayen fon Caben Doy
A5 the sun nises to bring in the new dowy:

We nememben these whe deacend nle the eanth, thein wetk beging in dotkness, pulling
vom the ecntth, the neaewices we stewovnd.

We nememben these whe wok indide a building awoy frem the light and brightness ef the
day.
We nememben theae whe wetk eulside in the howh elements ef eun world, the bitten celd
and swellening heal of extiemes.

We nememben theae whe de nel hawe a jeb te geo e, whe ane stuggling te meel the needs of
Uhein daily living expenses, (o1 whem the dowy becemes leng and cwduous.

As the aun sely to bruing in the evening of neat:
We nememben these whe wek in the night.
We nememben theae whe ane tuying te necoven from thein laken and toils ef the day.
We nememben these whe panticipate in wndage and doangenoud wenk.
We pruy (o a nenewed sense of dignily in thein lives and in thein wenk.

Ged, in yeun goedness, you howe made a heme (or the werkern. Make a place in eun heats
Lo compasaien to the men and women whe laken tineleasly (er basic neceasities. Ensue a
place fon the men and woemen whe ane stuggling te fund werk. Guant us yeun wisdem te
geel ound cane (e theae whe e wnable te wetk due to illness en cincuwmatounces Uhot
uwlead muat put in a houd doy’s wenk te help thein foumily ajgend te eal, te live. Be with us
all, Clvuiat Jesus, as we go abeul the busyness ef eun work. Held us acceuntable net enly
Lo eun aclions, bul mest impettantly te each of eun neighbens. Moy we continue te wenk
logethen te bring abeul yeun neign! We ask this in yeun hely naume, thsugh the pewen of
Amen.

The Panish Qffice will be clesed en Menday, Geplemben 2nd.
We hope all 64 you hawe a wendeyul dowy with yeur friends cund foumily!




God bless our wonderful young parishioners as they had back to school and
college! We hope they have a beautiful year ahead learning and growing!
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Gracious Gocl,
v as the summer begins 1o Fade, ]
new poasibih‘ries lie on the horizon. v

Bless all of those who are beginning
L4 or returning fo their roles as teachers
and catechists as well as those who
lead and support them in their efforts.
b May thiz school year be a time of grace
» and po‘ren‘ric| as They 1ec:ch, Shore, v
and chq”enge others fo grow in faith,
know|edge, and wisdom.

» Bless children and youth, a|ong with 4
» their parents, as= They begl’n a new

school year. 4
Mcy their minds be cpen to |e-::|rning

and to the wonder of diaccuery and

A insigh‘r.
4
i Be with us all as we embark en this <9
new year.
Amen.
‘ ‘
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“The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament is the best time you will spend on earth.
Each moment that you spend with Jesus will deepen

your union with Him and make your soul
everlastingly more glorious and beautiful in Heaven,
and will help bring about everlasting peace on
earth.”-St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta




No One Thrifts Just Once —

FIND OUT WHY!

The Thrift Shop & Barn @ St. Gerard Majella Church

Serving the community at our two-building location since 2009
Open Monday through Thursday 10 am — 4 pm
Friday 10 am to 2 pm (Select Saturdays 10 am — 2 pm)

Our Next
Saturday Opening Will Be:

September 7

Thank you, in advance, for your continued support of the charitable
endeavors of St. Gerard Majella Church and the role our thrift shop
and barn play in making these services available.

Get more for less, try thrifting today!




St. Gerard Majella Adult Enrichment Series
Mary, Mother of God

An Introduction to Mariology
Presented by Deacon Frank Dell’Aglio

+ GO —+
5 Monday Evenings 7:30pm-9:00pm in the Parish Hall*
(*Zoom option available)
Sept. 9%, Sept. 16*, Sept. 23", Sept. 30%, Oct. 7°

Spend some time deepening your knowledge of Mary and her vital role in God’s plan for our
salvation!

Name Phone #
Emal Address Please include a donation of $10
I wll be attending: check one [ ] in person

[ ] waZoom link

Make checks paysble to St Gerard Majella R C. Church  Please mail or retur form to the church office in a sealed
eavelope marked Adult Ennichment Course.

Church of St. Gerard Majella | 300 Tenryville Road | Port Jefferson Station, NY | 631-473-2900 | www.stgmajella org




Speakers 82 catholic
Health
Bureau

Learn from Theresa McKenna, PhD,

Director of Psychology Services, Director of
Diabetes Care Center at Catholic Health,
about the symptoms of grief and ways to help
you deal with loss.

Wednesday, September 4" St. Gerard Majella
300 Terryville Rd
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776

We will also be offering free Blood No registration required.
Pressure Screening.

chsli.org

2024 7 2025

REVIVE /{

SPEAKER SERIES

Wednesday, September 4 « 7:30PM

Church of St. Rose of Lima
2 Bayview Ave, Massapequa, NY 11758

with Featured Speaker

Deacon Harold
Burke-Sivers

Keynote: Living a Eucharistic Faith:
The Big Deal About the
Mass and Why It Matters.

For more information, please email: mcooke@drvc.org




ST. GERARD
MAJELLA

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

KMIGHTS \t\# TOLUMBUS
QIO SOCCER CHALLENGE

ii CHALLENG (How Many Goals can you score?)

WHEN: 5Saturday, September 28, 2024, 9:30AM - 12:30 Noon
(Tie Breakers it needed & Championship Awards presented 12:30-1:00)

WHERE: Terryville Road School (follow the signs)
THERE TS NO CHARGE, EVENT IS OPEN TO BOYS & GIRLS AGES 9 - 14

FINALLSTS WILL BE ELISIBLE TO COMPETE IN THE NEXT LEVEL OF
COMPETITLON (date and place to be announced)

All participants must bring a copy of their birth certificate as proof of age
to be able to compete

Trophies will be presented to winners in each age category from ages 9 -14
at Awards Presentation, 12:30 PM to 1:00 PM on day of event
CQuestions? Contact: Bill ot carrierow jBgmail.com

Pilgrimage to the World Apostolate of Fatima in
New Jersey on the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7TH

Coordinated by St. Patrick Church, Smithtown Legion of Mary

Pilgrimage Itinerary

Rosary, Confession, Mass, Adoration, free time to view a replica of the Holy
House of Loreto, mini grottoes to St. Padre Pio, Marian icons, outside

Reservation Information
$100 cash or check made payable to Elisa Loomis reserves your seat.

For questions, please call Elisa at 631-675-1385.
Mary’s Blue Army, Asbury, New Jersey

Bus Transportation
Departure: Bus departs St. Patrick Church at 7:00 AM and arrives at the
Shrine at 10:30 AM
Return to St. Patrick: Bus departs Shrine at 3:30 PM and arrives at St.
Patrick Smithtown at 7:00 PM

Fatima Prayer—O My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the

fires of hell, lead all souls to Heaven, especially those most in need of
Thy Mercy.




BLOOD DRIVE

DONATIONS SAVE LIVES

St. Gerard Majella

Sunday, September 15
8:30AM - 2:30PM

300 Terryville Road, Port Jefferson Station

Appointments are preferred but walk ins are welcome.
Scan the QR code below or call 1-800-933-2566/ visit www.nybc.org

Any further questions contact Jennifer at 516-310-2382

New York v
23 Blood Center 800.933.BLOOD - nybc.org  #nybloodcenter
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PARISH HALL
o MUSIC/D] RICH-RAFFLES-50/50~-GAMES

> <_* APPS/SOFT DRINS
‘e (IGAR BAR WEATHER PERMITTING(BYOO)
o BRING WINE TO SHARE

e §50 A TICKET GUARANTEES A SPOT IN OUR

BACKWARDS RAFFLE DRAWING.

CASH PRIZES-TOP PRIZE §3.000.

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.

ONLY 300 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD.

THE HIRST_240 TICKETHOLDERS. 21 AND OVER.

TO RSVP WILL GAIN ENTRY TO THE EVENT.

e TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED VIA CASH/CHECK
AFTER WEEKEND MASSES OR IN OUR PARISH

OFFICE.
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Catholic Mom

wrin T Sunday Gospel Activities

=
=
./

\ |

PoPc Saint Gregory the Great - © TheCatholicKid.com

Brought to you by CatholicMom.com and Holy Cross Family Ministries.

THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER.



Miller Place
551 Route 25A
(631) 744-9700
BranchFH.com

MOLONEY

Family Funeral Homes, Inc.

Francis D. Moloney, Jr.

Stephanie M Sgroi Agcy Inc
Stephanie Sgroi, Agent

BRHTYEW  Now This Is Truly
PORT JEFFERSON |NDEPENDENT
631.802.5021 SENIOR LIVING!

Find your Brightview today.
BrightviewLonglsland.com

BRIGHT\ﬁW
SENIOR LIVING Qs
SAYVILLE

631.319.0502 Independent Living | Assisted Living | Dementia Care

P RRCENS

°24

&

£ (NEIGHBORHOOD)
ELECTRIC
EREE ESTIMATES
1(631) 487-0939
1(516) 417-8403
Lenny Mannino

&% Branch Funeral Homes

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

Trust. Quality. Affordability.
Owned by the Vigliante Family - Henry Vigliante + John Vigliante « Paul Vigliante
TRUSTED CREMATION WITH CARE™ PROVIDER

Please stop by and sa_¥, “Hil” | love being
gart of this_community — and as a new Asad Butt MD.

tate Farm® agent, I'm excited to get to
Inamulhaque M Saboor MD.

know more of you. Whether you need
insurance or financial services, 'm
here to help life go right.™
CALL ME TODAY.
612 Rte 112, Pt. Jefferson Station
Bus: 631-473-6941

T: 934-246-8316
F: 631-803-4458

Email: highlandvalleycare@gmail.com

HEastl’aarl_jlgs Primary Care
; Highland Valley Medical Care PLLC. VMC PLLC.
&@StateFal‘m ig] ley Medical Care HVMC PLLC

Address: 369 Middle Country Rd
Coram, NY 11727

st mington, IL

CENTRAL ISLIP
130 Carleton Ave. (631) 234-6000

HAUPPAUGE
840 Wheeler Rd. (Rte.111)  (631) 361-7500

BOHEMIA
1320 Lakeland Ave. ® (631) 589-1500

(o] W ] {e]0] ¢
825 Main St. e (631) 981-7500

132 Ronkonkoma Avenue * (631) 588-1515

204 Hallock Ave., Rte. 25A
Port Jefferson Sta.
631-331-8330
www.citytireauto.com
Complete Automotive Services

Charles Gambino
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
C:631.965.6269
216 A Main St. Port Jefferson, NY

charlesgambino@frontline-realty.com

@ FRONTLINE REALTY
s [@

\LOMICLEARY]

Personalized
Primary Care for

Family Owned @ Since 1956
Mechael I Long Island
GRANT
FUNERAL HOMES, INC. Afcfiﬁi:le To schedule an

Turn To A Friend
Coram - 3640 Route 112
Phone: 631-696-0909

www.grantth.com

YOU throughout

appointment, call
(866) MY-LI-DOC
(866-695-4362)

[ ]
‘! Catholic Health

LONG LIVE LONG ISLAND™

Brentwood - 571 Suffolk Ave.
Phone: 631-273-4443

“Honoring life’s memories & serving the
community like no other since 1858”

AR

= | Where your recovery becomes reality

Smithtown

190 East Main Street
(631) 724-9500
info@BranchFH.com

Mike’s Mechanic’s Service
A Name You Can Trust Est. 1980
Youtﬁ-londa Is (%ur Business

omestic * Imports
All Major Credit Cards ~ Mon - Fri 8-5

129 Hallock Ave., Pt. Jeff Station

PORT JEFFERSON
STATION

523 Route 112 * (631) 473-3800

moloneyfh.com

MOLONEY'’S LAKE FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CENTER

7 DAYS A WEEK
R
gUTTERCUR.¢ Buttercup’s
L@  Dairy Store

285 Boyle Road
DAIRY STORE Port Jefferson Station

631-928-4607
Email: ButtercupDairy@aol.com
| Visit Us@ www.buttercupdairy.com

Port Jefferson
Physical Therapy

William Schauss, MSPT
Arthur Reiss, MSPT

300 Hallock Avenue
Port Jefferson Station

331.1070 _f!

O.B. Davis Funeral Homes

4839 Nesconset Hwy, Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776
631.473.0360

www.obdavisportjefferson.com
In addition to our superior customer experience & celebrating each
life with highly personalized send-offs , we also offer:
* Catered Receptions ® Veterans Services
* Webcasting * Exclusive Use of Facilities Available

James M. Hammer
Parishioner & General Manager

* Preplanning and National Transferability

Cindy Cavorti

Location Manager

#195 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 « www.thechurchbulletininc.com * geosk@aol.com





