Pastoral Staff

Rev. Gregory Rannazzisi, Pastor
Rev. Vitus Ezeiruaku, 7 residence

frereg@stgmajella.org

Deacon Frank DellAglio deaconfrank@stgmajella.org
Deacon John Grebe deaconjohn@stgmajella.otg
Charles Pramnieks, Music Director chuck@stgmajella.org
Deacon Carlito Roman, Bookkeeper — deaconcatlito@stgmajella.org
Robert Miller, Facilities Manager robmiller@stgmajella.org
Jennifer Donnellon, Office Manager jennifer@stgmajella.org
Patty Longo, Director of Religious Ed. patty@stgmajella.org
Denise Nienburg, Thrift Shop Manager thrift@stgmajella.org
Jackie Maggiore, Receptionist secretary@stgmajella.org

Alfredo Sobalvarro, Custodian
Joseph Crescitelli, Sacristan

Parish Office Hours

Monday — Thursday: 9:00am-4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm
Closed Friday and Saturday

Mass & Devotions

Saturday: 5:00pm

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm

Weekdays: 9:00am

Rosary: Monday — Friday: 8:30am

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Monday - Friday: 9:30 am

First Saturday: 11:00am Mass with the Anointing of the Sick

Penance

The sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated on
Saturdays from 3:45pm-4:45pm. You may call the Parish Office to
make an appointment with one of the priests.

Baptism

Baptisms are typically held twice a month at 1:30pm. Please call the

Parish Office to schedule an appointment to set a date. Selection of
godparents should be made after speaking with one of the priests or
deacons.

Marriage

Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements for your wedding
at least six months in advance. No date can be set until the couple
meets with a member of the clergy.

St. Gerard Majella
Raoman Catholic Chuwrich

300 Terryville Road
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776
Phone: 631-473-2900  Fax: 631-473-0015

www.stgmajella.org

Parish Outreach Hours

Food Pantry

Tuesday: 11:30am-3:00pm

Wednesday: 12:30pm-3:00pm

Thursday: 11:30am-1:30pm & 4:00pm-5:00pm
Thrift Shop/Barn

Monday — Thursday: 10:00am-4:00pm

Friday: 10:00am-2:00pm

Donations accepted Monday-Thursday: 10:00am-3:00pm
and Friday: 10:00am-1:00pm. Please refer to our website
for a list of items that can be donated.

Stewardship Supper

The Thursday evening dinner is served between 4pm and
5pm. To-Go Meals are handed out between 5pm and
5:30pm. All are welcome.
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A Message from the Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Once again this Wednesday, we will embark on our Lenten journey toward the central mysteries of our
Faith - the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ. At its outset, we ask the question: “What am I going
to do for Lent?” A good question, and the Church provides us with a framework to help get the most out of
these days of Reflection and Repentance. The three hallmarks of Lent are Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.
In the Gospel of Ash Wednesday, Jesus speaks to each of these ancient religious practices. We stand in a
long tradition of being particularly intentional in our discipleship, focusing more on God and service to
each other and less about our own ego. Allow me to offer some suggestions about how, based on these
three categories, we can make this Lent a special one.

Prayer

¢ In addition to Sunday Mass, try to get to daily Mass once or twice a week. The additional reception of
the Eucharist builds up in us a greater appreciation for this most treasured gift of Christ.

e Getadevotional book or some other Lenten guide to offer daily prayers and brief meditations. Then,
set aside time each day to pray with the devotional.

e Phone apps are a great way to stay connected spiritually. “Hallow” has become renowned for its
resources. But a simple search for “Catholic” or “Lent” will yield a lot of options from which to choose.

¢ Join in the Stations of the Cross, prayed each Friday in our parish and most others.

e Pray the Rosary each day of Lent.

e (o to confession! No matter if it’s been a week since your last confession or thirty years - just go! God
is tireless in His mercy and forgiveness.

Fasting

e It'simportant to exercise self-discipline. In doing so, we learn mastery of our wills, conforming them
more to the will of Christ.

e Give up a treat or delight throughout Lent - sweets, alcohol, television/Netflix, etc. Each time we feel
the longing for that item, it's a reminder not only of others’ suffering, but our ability to unite our self-
sacrifice to that of Christ.

e Social media can be both a blessing and a curse. If it eats up a lot of time or causes feelings of anxiety,
sadness or other negative emotions, cut it out for six weeks. You'll see a tremendous difference in how
you feel!

e Ifyouare able, park in the farthest spot in the lot, and offer those extra steps as a sacrifice.

Almsgiving

e Assistin supplying the needs of our Food Pantry, which in turn helps so many in our community.

e Examine your financial assistance to our parish and other charitable organizations, and see if there’s
room in the budget to give a little more, of course, reasonably.

e Consider sharing your time as a volunteer with a group that helps others.

May you have a meaningful Lent!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~ Ay
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HELP FAMILIES HAVE A JOYFUL EASTER!

We will be collecting donations of canned hams, canned
potatoes, apple sauce, juice, canned yams, cans of coffee, tea
bags, baking mixes, frosting, candy, crackers, snack chips,
cream of mushroom soup, french onions, rolls, biscuit mixes, egg
coloring kits, plastic eggs, baking pans, plastic tablecloths,
napkins, and grocery store gift cards. God bless you for your

generosity! We would not be able to help so many families if it
wasn't for YOU!

ALL DONATIONS ARE DUE
BY MARCH 26TH
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Religious Education

There are no Religious Education Classes this coming week. We hope all our families have a wonderful Winter
Break! Remember to receive your ashes at one of the Masses or Services on Feb. 22nd!

The following parishioner who attends Our Lady of Mercy Academy has exhibited academic excellence for the
Second Quarter of the 2022-2023 academic year: Grace Werner

Congratulations to her for her hard work!

Lenten Family Calendar

Lent is an important season in our common life as a Church. We take this season seriously. We use it as a time
to become closer to God. It’s a time to remove distractions and to sharpen our focus so that we might better
know God’s ways and become more loving in the world, on the job, and in our own homes, far beyond the 40
days of Lent. Print the Lenten family calendar and post it in a prominent place in your home to help you honor
the season of Lent. With ideas for practicing the traditional pathways of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, your
family can take simple steps to a meaningful Lent.
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Parish Outreach Ministry

“Be diligent in serving the poor. Love the poor, honor them as you would
Christ himself.”

Welcome Friends Free Curbside Meal Program

@ay q'@w Monday: 5:00 - 6:00 PM
HO].Y Face of Christ Episcopal Church

127 Barnum Avenue, Port Jeff Village

Tuesday: 1:00 - 1:30 PM
Mass and Prayers [ba .~ ' 3w St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

390 Patchogue Rd. (Rt. 112), Port Jeff Station

Tuesday, February 21, = : '
2023 Wednesday: 5:00 - 6:00 PM

Holy Hour 6pm - First Presbyterian Church
Mass 7pm ; Corner of Main St. and South St., Port Jeff Village

R Sl o Thursday: 4:00 - 5:00 PM Sit Down
134 Middle Country Rd

Coram, NY 3 : 5pm-5:30pm To-Go Meals
St. Gerard Majella Church

Holy Face of Jesus medals

and images will be | s Friday: 3:30 - 5:00 PM
available to : d [

First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Main St. and South St., Port Jeff Village

purchase after Mass

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Regular Food Pantry Needs : Helpful Phone Numbers:
Jelly §Alc0holics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124

Peanut Butter Al-Anon Suffolk County: 631-669-2827
: American Red Cross - LI: 516-747-3500

Canned Chicken : :
: Birthright (Pregnancy Support): 631-821-9727 or 1-800-550-4900 :
Toilet Paper : Brighter Tomorrow (Domestic Violence): 631-395-1800 :
Granola Bars ! Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546
Mac n Cheese Child Advocacy Center (CAC) (Child Abuse): 631-439-0480
Canned Pasta with Meat Fidelis Insurance (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547
Shelf Stable Milk Gamblers Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542
. : Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758
Juice :
: Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030
Egg Noodles :
: L.I. Women's Coalition (Domestic Violence): 631-666-8833
Raisins . )
: Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262
Toothpaste

National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-SUICIDE
Shampoo/Conditioner Response Crisis Center: 631-751-7500 (Suicide Hotline)
Thank you for your generosity! The Retreat (Domestic Violence Hotline): 631-329-2200

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Mass Intentions and Presider Schedule for the Week of

February 20

- February 26

Monday, February 20
9:00am Genevieve Bartol

Tuesday, February 21
9:00am The Intentions of Ashley Fischer
9:00am For All Parishioners

7:00pm For All Parishioners

Thursday, February 23
9:00am John Cox, Jr.

Friday, February 24
9:00am The Souls in Purgatory

Saturday, February 25

Jackson Hamilton, Ellen Ann Koch
Sunday, February 26
8:00am Patricia Devine

10:00am John McGarrell
12:00pm Donald Doyle

Wednesday, February 22 (Ash Wednesday)

5:00pm Salvatore Calderone, Madeline Giannino, Jaqueline Schaller,

Fr. Vitus

Fr. Greg
Fr. Patrick
Fr. Vitus

Stewardship Report
Last Week’s Collection - $7,740.00

Prayers for the Sick

All the sick and residents of Atria, St. Joseph'’s Village Woodhaven
Adult Home & Nursing Home & Jefferson’s Ferry, Ann Dellow,
Luke John Carusillo, Sandy Barrios, Sabrina Glass, LouEllen Klints,
Arlene Guma, John Schlauraff, Genevieve Eannuzzi, Sharon
Lombardi, Mary Farese, Nancy & Otto Schmidtmann, Paul
Csorba, Kellie Menno, Joan Petschauer, Patrick Andersen, Bobby
Catell, Vern & Deanna Schram, Charles Ricottone, Carole
Zwycewicz, Erin Whitehead, Helen Williams, Teresa Mattera,
Baby Fulton, Ellie & Ted Claesen, Scott Brekne, Garrett Duffy,
Tomie Poitras, Karin Strahmann, Cole Aaron Weston, Lucille
Schettino, Mick O’Connor., Allison Papriello, Janet Schoeneman,
Jack Kennedy., Connie Biscardi, Ronnie Pryor, Jennifer Kirk,
Nancy Mulvihill, Vinnie Surwilo, Brenda Fort, Bonnie Bagley,
Anita Montana, Joan Francavilla, Julie Sandorfi, Carolyn
McKinney, Jean Grunwald, Eileen Darienzo, Robert Cronemeyer,
Mary Jo Re, Joseph Bocklet, Thomas Hayes, June Russo, Rick
Duros, Ron Gendis.

Online Weekly Giving

“Give and gifts will be given to
you; a good measure, packed
together, shaken down, and
overflowing, will be poured into
your lap. For the measure with
which you measure will in return

be measured out to you.” Luke 6:38

O]

This is a promise from God that He doesn't need a
large amount, but will honor our generosity and
obedience. Then, He can do a miracle to multiply and
pour out blessings that overflow to our lives and
others.

We pray for all recently deceased,
remembering especially Eileen
Colavecchio, may they find eternal rest
and joy.

February 19, 2023
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Please stop by our Prayer Corner
near Reception to borrow books
and CDs on many Catholic topics
to deepen your faith formation
and spiritual life.

Columbiettes

We are an organization of women from all
backgrounds united by our Catholic Faith, the love
of family, our country, and our commitment to
helping others. We support charities and are
involved in community activities as well as working
with our brother Knights. If you would like to join,
please contact Jennifer at 631-473-2900.

Knights of Columbus

A wonderful Catholic organization that helps
support charitable causes throughout the year in
our church as well as the community. To learn
more please call Kevin Coco at 631-839-6333.

Low-Gluten Hosts

Q Yes, we have low-gluten
hosts. If you are in need of
these please see the sacristan

or Priest before Mass.

Our Parish Mission Statement: Formed by God’s word and nourished at the Eucharist, we strive to be
faithful witnesses to Jesus Christ by handing on the Catholic faith to our families and community and
serving those in need.

OCIA Christian Initiation of Adults

Are you an adult thinking of becoming part of the Catholic community and completing your sacraments?
Contact Deacon Frank at deaconfrank@stgmajella.org or 631-473-2900.

Facebook.com/stgmajella/

J Instagram.com/sgmparish

Facebook.com/SGMthriftshop/

Instagram.com/sgmthriftshop

YouTube Channel-St. Gerard
Majella Parish

D909

WE INVITE YOU TO REGISTER YOUR FAMILY
WITH OUR PARISH

Are you new to our parish? Have you been
participating in our parish but never
registered? Do you need to update your
contact information or add a family member?

Both registration or family update forms are
available in our church office 631-473-2900 or on
our website: www.stgmajella.org

February 19, 2023
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Breaking Open the Word

Reflecting on next Sunday’s Gospel before you come to Mass can bring so
much more meaning to your experience of the Liturgy.
Here’s the Gospel for next Sunday. How does this Gospel touch your life?

February 26, 2023
First Sunday of Lent
Mt 4:1-11

At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
desert to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
hungry. The tempter approached and said to him, "If
you are the Son of God,

command that these stones become loaves of
bread."

He said in reply, "It is written:

One does not live on bread alone,

but on every word that comes forth

from the mouth of God."

Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made
him stand on the parapet of the temple, and said to
him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down.

For it is written:

He will command his angels concerning you

and with their hands they will support you,

lest you dash your foot against a stone."

Jesus answered him, "Again it is written,

You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the test"
Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain,
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in
their magnificence, and he said to him, "All these I
shall give to you, if you will prostrate yourself and
worship me."

At this, Jesus said to him,

"Get away, Satan!

[t is written:

The Lord, your God, shall you worship

and him alone shall you serve.”

Then the devil left him and, behold,
angels came and ministered to him.

February 19, 2023

Reflection Questions

e Why was Jesus led into the desert? Who was the
agent of the temptation? When did he come to
tempt Jesus?

e What do you think might be a reason for Jesus
going on a 40 day fast?

e Whatlessons can we learn from the third
temptation and how Jesus handled it? Have you
ever been tempted in this way?

e When we are tempted to whom do we turn and
how do we gain victory over temptation?

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time



Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22nd) Mass and Service

Schedule
9:00 AM MASS
12:15 PM SERVICE
5:15 PM SERVICE
7:15 PM MASS

**Ashes will only be distributed during Masses and
services.**

Ash Wednesday is an obligatory day of fasting and
abstinence for Catholics. The norms on fasting are
obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a
person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as
two smaller meals that together are not equal to a
full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from
meat are binding upon members from age 14
onwards. Those that are excused from fast and
abstinence outside the age limits include the
physically or mentally ill including individuals
suffering from chronic illnesses.

Stations of the Cross

We invite you to join us for the Stations of the Cross
every Friday during Lent at 7pm. It is a beautiful
opportunity for prayer and reflection on Jesus’
ultimate sacrifice of Himself.

Copies of “The Word Among Us”
are available for pickup in the

Praying \Vil‘i‘l Jesus
e - .
This Lent

lobby. This is a great resource for
your Lenten practices!

Our Parish Office will be closed this Monday,
February 20th in observance of Presidents Day.

We will have morning Mass at 9am.

ALTAR EASTER F1LOWERS

Would you like to make a donation towards our
Altar Easter flowers in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention?

Please fill out the form below and drop it off in the
office with Jackie or in the collection basket along
with your offering. The names will be printed in
the Easter bulletin so please print clearly.

Altar Flowers Form

Donation made in memory of:

or

For the intention of:

Requested by: |

Name I

|

Phone# |

|

e s e f e s e s e s e o s = s e s = s -
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Living the Faith

JOURNEY TO THE FOOT OF THE CROSS: BISHOP

RICKEN OFFERS 10 THINGS TO REMEMBER FOR LENT

Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, former chairman of the Committee on Evangelization and

1. Remember the formula. The Church does a
good job capturing certain truths with easy-to-re-
member lists and formulas: 10 Commandments, 7
sacraments, 3 persons in the Trinity. For Lent, the
Church gives us almost a slogan—Prayer, Fasting,
and Almsgiving—as the three things we need to
work on during the season.

2. It’s a time of prayer. Lent is essentially an act
of prayer spread out over 40 days. As we pray, we
go on a journey, one that hopefully brings us closer
to Christ and leaves us changed by the encounter
with him.

3. It's a time to fast. With the fasts of Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, meatless Fridays, and our personal
disciplines interspersed, Lent is the only time many
Catholics these days actually fast. And maybe
that’s why it gets all the attention.” What are you
giving up for Lent? Hot dogs? Beer? Jelly beans?”
It's almost a game for some of us, but fasting is
actually a form of penance, which helps us turn
away from sin and toward Christ.

4. It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of
Lent are also a good, set time to work on personal
discipline in general. Instead of giving something
up, it can be doing something positive.” I'm going
to exercise more. |’'m going to pray more. I'm going
to be nicer to my family, friends, and coworkers.”

5. It's about dying to yourself. The more serious
side of Lenten discipline is that it’s about more than
self-control—it’s about finding aspects of yourself
that are less than Christ-like and letting them die.
The suffering and death of Christ are foremost on
our minds during Lent, and we join in these mys-
teries by suffering, dying with Christ and being
resurrected in a purified form.

6.Don’t do too much. It's tempting to make Lent
some ambitious period of personal reinvention, but

Catechesis of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), offers “10 Things to Remember for Lent”:

it's best to keep it simple and focused. There’s a
reason the Church works on these mysteries year
after year. We spend our entire lives growing closer
to God. Don’t try to cram it all in one Lent. That's
a recipe for failure.

7. Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course,
even when we set simple goals for ourselves during
Lent, we still have trouble keeping them. When we
fast, we realize we’'re all just one meal away from
hunger. In both cases, Lent shows us our weakness.
This can be painful, but recognizing how helpless
we are makes us seek God’'s help with renewed
urgency and sincerity.

8. Be patient with yourself. When we're confronted
with our own weakness during Lent, the temptation
is to get angry and frustrated.” What a bad person
I am!” But that’s the wrong lesson. God is calling
us to be patient and to see ourselves as he does,

with unconditional love.

9. Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness
and suffering during Lent, we should be renewed
in our compassion for those who are hungry, suf-
fering, or otherwise in need. The third part of the
Lenten formula is almsgiving. It's about more than
throwing a few extra dollars in the collection plate;
it's about reaching out to others and helping them
without question as a way of sharing the experience
of God’s unconditional love.

10. Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves
in the midst of our suffering and self-denial brings
us closer to loving like Christ, who suffered and
poured himself out unconditionally on the Cross for
all of us. Lent is a journey through the desert to the
foot of the Cross on Good Friday, as we seek him
out, ask his help, join in his suffering, and learn
to love like him.

és‘ ."'«ﬁ C athohc This article Was originally published on www.USCCB.org.
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From Apparel to Home Décor,

Style Your Life, Support a Great Cause,
and Save a Ton of Money!

The Thrift Shop & Barn @ St. Gerard Majella Church
316 Terryville Rd., PJS 11776
OPEN: M-TH 10-4; F 10-2; Select Saturdays

WE WILL BE CLOSED, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
IN HONOR OF PRESIDENTS’ DAY




St. Patricks Pay the
easy way!

Knights of Columbus St. Gerard Majella
Council 7006

Let us do the cooking for vou.

Dinner to Go

Corned beef with cabbage, carrots, potatoes and
Irish soda bread

All packed up and ready to take howme and enjoy

Saturday, March 18

Pick up is after 9:00 mass.
Between 6:00 and 6:20
$15.00 per dinner

Tickets on sale starting Saturday, Feb. 18th through Saturday, March 11th
Tickets available after all masses and during Church office hours. Mon-Thursday.

For more information please contact
Ralph Antignano PGK 631-948-6128
or
Ron Famiano PGK 631-790-6429
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MARCH 14
MOLLOY
UNIVERSITY
6PM-8PM

MARCH 15

ST. JOSEPH'S

UNIVERSITY
6PM-8PM

Inviting 6th, 7th and 8th

rade students to explore
the Catholic High Schools
of Long Island!

For more information visit chsee.org
@CATHOLICHSOFLI @ © O
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Sunday Gospel Activities

Name

7t Sunday in Ordinary Time, Feb 19, 2023
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Turn

Perfect

Love

Borrow

Eye

Mile

Cloak

Tooth

Hate

Neighbor

Cheek

Brother

Enemies

Brought to you by CatholicMom.com and Holy Cross Family Ministries.

THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER.
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Brought to you by CatholicMom.com and Holy Cross Family Ministries.

THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER.
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EREE ESTIMATES
Family Owned and Operated 1(631) 487-0939

Serving the Community for over 30 Yrs. ! ﬂ:&ﬂ;ﬁ:fs
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Licensed & Insured

1000 Middle Country Rd.
7 00

www.giovefuneralhome.com

&% Branch Funeral Homes

Miller Place FUNERALS & CREMATIONS Smithtown

551 Route 25A Trust. Quality. Affordability. 190 East Main Street
(631) 744-9700 Owned by the Vigliante Family - Henry Vigliante « John Vigliante * Paul Vigliante (631) 724-9500
BranchFH.com TRUSTED CREMATION WITH CARE™ PROVIDER info@BranchFH.com
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