Pastoral Staff

Rev. Gregory Rannazzisi, Pastor frereg@stgmajella.org

Rev. Vitus Ezeiruaku, 7 residence

Deacon Frank DellAglio deaconfrank@stgmajella.org
Deacon John Grebe deaconjohn@stgmajella.otg
Charles Pramnieks, Music Director chuck@stgmajella.org
Alexis Fliller, Business Manager alexis@stgmajella.org
Robert Miller, Facilities Manager robmiller@stgmajella.org
Jennifer Donnellon, Office Manager jennifer@stgmajella.org
Patty Longo, Director of Religious Ed. patty@stgmajella.org
Denise Nienburg, Thrift Shop Manager thrift@stgmajella.org
Jackie Maggiore, Receptionist secretary@stgmajella.org

Alfredo Sobalvarro, Custodian
Joseph Crescitelli, Sacristan

Parish Office Hours

Monday — Thursday: 9:00am-4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm
Closed Friday and Saturday

Mass & Devotions

Saturday: 5:00pm

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm

Weekdays: 9:00am

Rosary: Monday — Friday: 8:30am

First Saturday: 11:00am Mass with the Anointing of the Sick

Penance

The sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated on
Saturdays from 3:45pm-4:45pm. You may call the Parish Office to
make an appointment with one of the priests.

Baptism

Baptisms are typically held twice a month at 1:30pm. Please call the

Parish Office to schedule an appointment to set a date. Selection of
godparents should be made after speaking with one of the priests or
deacons.

Marriage

Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements for your wedding
at least six months in advance. No date can be set until the couple
meets with a member of the clergy.

St. Genarnd Majella
Roman Catholic Chuwich

300 Terryville Road
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776
Phone: 631-473-2900  Fax: 631-473-0015

www.stgmajella.org

Parish Outreach Hours

Food Pantry

Tuesday:  10:00am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:30pm
Wednesday: 1:30pm-3:30pm
Thursday: 10:00am-12:30pm

Thrift Shop,/Barn

Monday — Thursday: 10:00am-4:00pm

Friday: 10:00am-2:00pm

Donations accepted Monday-Thursday: 10:00am-3:00pm
and Friday: 10:00am-1:00pm. Please refer to our website
for a list of items that can be donated.

Stewardship Supper

The Thursday evening dinner is suspended until further
notice. However, “to-go meals” are available each Thursday
from 4pm-5pm.
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A Message from the Pastor

Dear Friends of St. Gerard’s,

This weekend, I would like to draw your attention to three items worth noting. First, the Mass book for
2022 is now open so that you can request intentions for Mass next year. This is a good opportunity to
remind ourselves of the important Catholic tradition of having Mass offered for loved ones and
particular intentions. Since the earliest days of Christianity, disciples knew that the Eucharist was
efficacious not only for those who receive Holy Communion but also for those for whom the sacrifice of
the Mass is offered, whether alive or deceased. Since then, it’'s been common to have a Mass “said” for
someone. This means that the graces of Mass can be attributed the soul of the intended person or to the
intention desired. During the intercessions, to differentiate between those who are alive and deceased,
our custom here is to say simply the name of a deceased person but to say, “for the intentions of
[name]” for those who are living. Mass can also be offered for particular needs such as world peace, the
end of abortion, for a increase of vocations to the priesthood, etc.

Second, next Saturday we have the annual Blessing of Animals on the Great Lawn at noon. The feast of
St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and ecology, is October 4t, so it’s customary on a day near
his feast to hold this event. Not only is it fun to see parishioners’ pets of all varieties, it's also an
important time for us to consider how we act as the stewards of God’s creation. One of the hallmarks of
Pope Francis’ papacy has been the attention he’s drawn to the need for the human family to be mindful
of how we care for all aspects of creation. In the book of Genesis, we’re told that God set mankind over
all the earth and animals in a particular way. Such a gift comes with tremendous responsibility. Each of
us is called to do our part to ensure God’s creation flourishes and is protected.

Finally, in a few weeks we celebrate our patronal feast of St. Gerard Majella. You will see the ad in
this weekend’s bulletin. Over the past few years, this Mass has attracted not only our parishioners but
also many people from all over our diocese who want to come and offer gratitude for answered prayers
through the intercession of St. Gerard. It’s also an opportunity for those families struggling to have
children to pray for healing and strength as they bear their cross. I'm sure many of us know couples in
this situation, so perhaps we can gently invite them to this Mass in the hopes of bring peace to a
challenging time.

As we enter the fall months, these wonderful traditions remind us of God’s closeness to us and our
ability to walk with him in faith. Have a wonderful week!

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Religious Education

Classes start this week but it’s not too late to register!

Levels 1-3 - Choose one grade-level class during the “Mary” week
Level 1 meets every other Monday at 4:00 or Wednesday at 5:30
Level 2 meets every other Monday at 5:30 or Tuesday at 4:00
Level 3 meets every other Tuesday at 5:30 or Wednesday at 4:00
Levels 4-6 - Choose one grade-level class during the Joseph week
Level 4 meets every other Monday at 4:00 or Wednesday at 5:30
Level 5 meets every other Monday at 5:30 or Tuesday at 4:00
Level 6 meets every other Tuesday at 5:30 or Wednesday at 4:00

Confirmation Preparation Program will return to our pre-COVID format. Confirmation classes meet every
week. Class begins and ends in the parish hall. Classes will be seated together with their catechist. After
opening prayer, classes will gather separately in our upstairs meeting rooms.

Level 7 meets EVERY TUESDAY from 7:00-8:15. Level 8 meets EVERY WEDNESDAY from 7:00-8:15.

Registration Forms are available on our church website and at the parish office. Overall class choice

is first come-first served. However, this format offers us tremendous flexibility. After over a year of
restrictions, we want to accommodate you to the absolute best of our ability!

Again, thank you for your flexibility and cooperation as we recreate the wheel for this year! Although this
format may have its own challenges, we are thrilled to have the children actually here at church! This will
enhance the overall catechesis and faith formation of the children and provide beautiful opportunities for
prayer and worship!

God bless,
Patty Longo
Director of Religious Education

Patty@stgmajella.org
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Parish Outreach Ministry

“Be diligent in serving the poor. Love the poor, honor them as you would Christ himself.”
—St. Louise de Marillac

THOSE IN NEED OF ADDITIONAL FOOD:

You may get on line at LIGHTHOUSE MISSION at 499 Main Street Port Jeff. Sta. on Thurs. 12-1PM (by
7/11) and at 683 NY-25A in Rocky Pt. Wed. 12-1 (by Knights of Columbus)

TRINITY LUTHERAN Church Food Pantry in Rocky Point at 716 NY-25A on Tues. 10-12PM, Thurs. 4- 5PM
& Sat. 10-12PM.

TAKE AWAY LUNCH Mondays 1PM at CHRIST EPISCOPAL Church on Barnum St. in Port Jeff.
LUNCH-TO-GO at ST. PAUL LUTHERAN Church 309 Patchogue Rd. Port Jeff. Tues. - Thurs. 1-1:30PM.

A hot meal and groceries at FIRST PRESBYTERIAN Church in Port Jeff. Village (corner of Main St. & South
St.) Friday’s from 4-5:30PM.

To-Go Hot Meal here at St. Gerard’s on Thursdays from 4pm to 5pm.

The Long Island Cares mobile food pantry van is in the parking lot of Comsewogue library, 170 Terryville
Road, PJS, from 10-11 a.m on the second Wednesday of each month.

Food is also available at GIVE KIDS HOPE at 1506 Main Street in Port Jeff. Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 11-5pm. The
phone number is 631-538-5287.

LI CARES offers monthly food distribution for veterans. Their number is 631-582-FO0D.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Regular Food Pantry Needs : Helpful Phone Numbers:
Shelf Stable Milk : L.L. Women's Coalition: 631-666-8833
Eggs : Victims Information Bureau of Suffolk: 631-360-3606
: Child Abuse: 631-439-0480
Meat

Brighter Tomorrow: 631-395-1800
Jelly : The Retreat (Hotline for Domestic Violence): 631-329-2200
: Birthright: 631-821-9727 or 1-800-550-4900

Toilet Paper :
: Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546
Canned vegetables : Fidelis (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547
Cereal Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758
: Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030
Snacks : ) .
: Alcoholics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124
Juice : Suicide Prevention: 1-800-SUICIDE
Shampoo/Conditioner : Women'’s Help Line: 631-698-2074
Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262
Razors

: RESPONSE: 631-751-7500
Thank you for your generosity! : Gambler’s Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542
American Red Cross L. I.- (516) 747-3500
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Mass Intentions for the Week of

September 27 - October 3

Monday, September 27 (St. Vincent de Paul)
9:00am Joseph Sarakos

Tuesday, September 28
9:00am Evgeniy Polyansky

Wednesday, September 29(Sts. Michael , Gabriel
and Raphael)
9:00am Rick Constantino, Margaret Pisani, Harry
Gonzalez

Thursday, September 30 (St. Jerome)
9:00am Caterina Floridia

Friday, October 1 (St. Therese of the Child Jesus)
9:00am Sean Bowler

Saturday, October 2 (The Holy Guardian Angels)
5:00pm Marie Luizzi, Christopher Fernan,
Joyce Gabrinowitz, John & Rosemay
Schneider, the Intentions of Valery
Sorvillo, the Intentions of Nora Anderson

Sunday, October 3

8:00am Garrett TerHaar
10:00am The Intentions of Theresa Delgaudio
12:00pm Kathy Orta

Stewardship Report

Last Week’s Collection $9,837

Prayers for the Sick

Allthe sick and residents of Atria, St Joseph’s Village
Woodhaven Adult Home & Nursing Home & Jefferson’s Ferry,
Frank Perugini, Alice Fazio, Thomas Marinus,, Angela
Perdomo, Teng-Chen Chan, Angie Daly, Edward Mussini,
Andrew Allves, Judy Grob, Joleen Rivera Melendez, Dr. Kenneth
Nuss, Len Lambert, ,Baby Adalynn Chambers, Rita Tepe, Ann
Dellow, John Hewitt, Chuck Croner, Edward Lynch, Margaret
Laramore, John Flanagan,, Valentina Castaneda, Alice Fazio,
John Dufty Sr,, Gerard Malerba. Barbara Forbes, Linda Tesone,
Scott Ward, Cecilia Bono & Family, David Reardon, Augie
Fernandez, Ines Diaz, Fernan Nevenschwander, Joanna
Freriks, Luke John Carusillo, Sandy Barrios, Joseph Gaftney,
Jack Lanphear, Thomas Retzlaff, Anthony Divona Jr.,, Glenn
Bosak, Bill Greulich, Billy Cruz, Erin Whitehead, Julie Sandorfi,
Josephine Farren, Sam Stallone, Brittany Knox, Dolores
Andersen, Charles Kaiser, Robert Rondello, Raymond Fradella,
Charles Kaiser, Donald Derham., Dante Martorella, Elena &
Nick Badami, Baby Nicolo Branchinelli.

Please continue your weekly offertory support,
whether sending your envelopes via mail to our
parish office or making an online donation
through Online Giving.

If you haven't set up your offerings to be given
online you can go to our website:

www.stgmajella.org
Under “Stewardship” menu item

You may schedule a one time payment or
recurring payments. If you are now donating
through our online system and no longer wish to
receive envelopes, please contact our parish office
so that we may stop mailing your envelopes.
Thank you for your continued support!

We pray for all recently
deceased, remembering
especially, Carole Anzini and
Jerry Comeau, may they find
eternal rest and joy.
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We have a lending book area in
the lobby. Please stop by and
borrow a book to take home and
read.

A wonderful Catholic organization that helps
support charitable causes throughout the year in
our church as well as the community. To learn
more please call Kevin Coco at 631-839-6333.

A Catholic women’s organization that helps
support the Knights and our Church community.
Meetings are once a month. We volunteer and host
fundraisers. If you would like to join, please
contact Jennifer at 631-473-2900 or email:
jennifer@stgmajella.org.

Yes, we have low-gluten hosts. If
you are in need of these please
see the sacristan or Priest
before Mass.

Our Parish Mission Statement: Formed by God’s word and nourished at the Eucharist, we strive to be
faithful witnesses to Jesus Christ by handing on the Catholic faith to our families and community and
serving those in need.

RCIA Christian Initiation of Adults

Are you an adult thinking of becoming part of the Catholic community and completing
your sacraments? Call Joe Kimmerling 631-736-6121

Facebook.com/stgmajella/

Instagram.com/sgmparish

Facebook.com/SGMthriftshop/

Instagram.com/sgmthriftshop

YouTube Channel-St. Gerard
Majella Parish

WE INVITE YOU TO REGISTER YOUR FAMILY
WITH OUR PARISH

Are you new to our parish? Have you been
participating in our parish but never
registered? Do you need to update your
contact information or add a family member?

Both registration or family update forms are
available in our church office 631-473-2900 or on

our website: www.stgmajella.org

September 26, 2021

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 7



Breaking Open the Word

Reflecting on next Sunday’s Gospel before you come to Mass can bring so
much more meaning to your experience of the Liturgy.
Here's the Gospel for next Sunday. How does this Gospel touch your life?

October 3, 2021

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Mk 10:2-16

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "Is
it lawful for a husband to divorce his

wife?" They were testing him. He said to them
in reply, "What did Moses command you?" They
replied, "Moses permitted a husband to write a
bill of divorce and dismiss her." But Jesus told
them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts he
wrote you this commandment. But from the
beginning of creation, God made them male and
female. For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh. So they are no
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God
has joined together, no human being must
separate.” In the house the disciples again
questioned Jesus about this. He said to them,
"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
commits adultery against her; and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she
commits adultery." And people were bringing
children to him that he might touch them, but
the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this
he became indignant and said to them, "Let the
children come to me; do not prevent them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as

these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not
accept the kingdom of God like a child will not
enter it." Then he embraced them and blessed
them, placing his hands on them.

Reflection Questions

Why do you think that the Pharisees wanted to
test Jesus? What do Jesus’ responses to the
Pharisees indicate about God’s design and plan
for marriage?

How do you think that you as a disciple of Jesus
Christ can receive God’s kingdom like a child?

It seems like these two scenes are unrelated,
but hearing them together teaches us
something very important. God wants to help
us honor our commitments to one another. To
do this, we must be like children before God,
trusting him completely and depending upon
his help. The Church teaches us that the
Sacrament of Marriage strengthens our
commitment and gives married couples the gift
of the Holy Spirit to help them honor their
promises to one another. How can you honor
your commitments this week?
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OCTOBER IS RESPECT FOR LIFE MONTH

There will be a donation box in the lobby, each
weekend, during the month of October for:

NEW BABY CLOTHES, DIAPERS, and TOILETRIES
Any questions contact Joan at (631) 514-9089

Happy Birthday Deacon John!

God of all creation, we offer you
grateful praise for the gift of life.
Hear the prayers of John, your
servant, who recalls today the day
of his birth and rejoices in your gifts of life and
love, family and friends. Bless him with your
presence and surround him with your love that he
may enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing
to you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

St. Gerard Majella Food Pantry

Month of October
158 Route 25A, Setauket NY

Blessing of the Animals
Bring your pets, big or small, on Saturday, October 2nd at 12pm on the Great Lawn outside church.

(Rain or Shine). Our beloved mascot Leo will be there to greet his fellow 4-legged parishioners!

“So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters
swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good.” (Gen 1:21)
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MASS TO HONOR
ST. GERARD MAJELLA

for the Intention of Pregnant Women,
Families Hoping for Children
& Gratitude for Graces Received

Saturday, October 16t

there wioning Mass, | 14:00AM ROSARY FOR LIFE
rolicords corare. | 11:30AM MASS

ST. GERARD MAJELLA PARISH

300 TERRYVILLE RD. PORT JEFFERSON STATION, NY
WWW.STGMAJELLA.ORG - 631-473-2900



We Are Happy To Accept Your New Or GENTLY USED:
Bedding/Linens Home Décor Small Appliances
Strollers/Car Seats Housewares Small Furniture
(unexpired) Jewelry & Accessories Small Toys/Games/Puzzles
Clothing Shoes Vinyl Records/CDs

We Are UNABLE To Accept:

Bed Pillows Used Stuffed Animals Formalwear
Books Men’s & Women’s Suits Wedding Gowns
Mattresses/Box Springs Fur Coats VHS Players/Tapes

Thank you for supporting the Outreach Ministry at St. Gerard Majella
Church. Our thrift shop and barn generate much-needed funds for our food
pantry and other outreach initiatives throughout the year while providing
low-cost, high-quality clothing and household items for those in need.




(jiove Funeral Home

Family Owned and Operated

Serving the Community for over 30 Yrs.

SELDEN
1000 Middle Country Rd.
7 00

www.giovefuneralhome.com

Scheurer Monuments
Cemetery Memorials Since 1855
23 Post Ave., Westbury -0251
Nr. Old Country Rd.

Monuments Lettered, Cleaned and Re-Set
Monuments Erected in All Cemeteries

Home Appointments Available

Mike’s Mechanic’s Service

A Name You Can Trust Est. 1980
Yourd-!ondat s (‘1&ur Busmess

All Major Credlté)agrds Mon Fri 8-5
129 Hallock Ave., Pt. Jeff Station

Miller Place
551 Route 25A
(631) 744-9700
BranchFH.com

Branch Funeral Homes

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
Trust. Quality. Affordability.

Owned by the Vigliante Family - Henry Vigliante + John Vigliante « Paul Vigliante

TRUSTED CREMATION WITH CARE™ PROVIDER

Smithtown

190 East Main Street
(631) 724-9500
info@BranchFH.com

Peter G. Moloney  Francis D. Moloney, Jr.

We provide the
highest quality,
most innovative care
because we see every

Since

e 204 Hallock Ave., Rte. 25A

Port Jefferson Sta.
631-331-8330
www.citytireauto.com

GRANT

FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
Turn To A Friend
Coram - 3640 Route 112
Phone: 631-696-0909
www.grantfh.com

Brentwood - 571 Suffolk Ave.
Phone: 631-273-4443

;;‘ = unique one of you. Complete Automotive Services
o Y SN Dedicated To Results
Health For Over 29 Years!
Call RITA Today
Family Owned @ Since 1956 (631 ) 332-7897
o /Z 6 ! RE/MAX Integrity Leaders

Margaret “Rita”

1315-1 Middle Country Rd.

QUALITY - FRESHNESS - VALUE
7 DAYS A WEEK
Buttercup’s
Dairy Store
285 Boyle Road
Port Jefferson Station
631-928-4607
Email: ButtercupDairy@aol.com
Visit Us@ www.buttercupdairy.com

Port Jefferson
Physical Therapy

Where your recovery becomes reality

William Schauss, MSPT

The Tsoukaris Centereach, NY 11720
Lic. Assoc. Broker www.TeamRita.com
Affordable
Choice

Arthur Reiss, MSPT

300 Hallock Avenue
Port Jefferson Station

331.1070

PORT JEFFERSON STATION
Gregory J. Bruhn, Manager

4839 Nesconset Highway °

O.B. DAVIS

PORT JEFFERSON STATION
Cindy D. Cavorti, Manage
4839 Nesconset nghway

O.B. DAVIS
FUNERAL HOMES

“Honoring Life’s Memories”

(631) 473-0360

(631 473 0360

Service beyond expectation
Douglas M. Casimir, Director
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